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EditoriAl

W W W . K E L S E y. C O . U K

How will you approach winter this year? Are 
you the kind who happily splashes their 
Mini through all the snow and ice, or the 

type that likes to tuck it safely in the garage and 
away from the elements? Perhaps you're a 
mixture of both, or you're lucky enough to own 
more than one Mini and can choose different 
approaches for either. 

Whatever your preference, we've got it covered 
in this very issue. If you're keeping it on the road, 
then we've got a useful tech feature on how to 
improve the charging system and tips on avoiding 
any roadside issues. And if you're not, Keith Calver 
shares his wisdom on safely storing your Mini for 
winter so that it actually survives until next 
spring. Check out our tech section from page 82.

Elsewhere, we've plenty of inspirational Minis 
to distract you from the joys of Christmas 
shopping, with a bumper selection of feature cars 
this month. Remarkably our MkI Cooper cover car 
is used regularly come rain or shine, as its 
appearance while battling the elements on 
Channel 4's For the Love of Cars programme 
earlier this year proved. Equally active is Julian 
Harber's brilliant early Clubman, a DIY resto that is 
ever-evolving with a greater motorsport focus. 
And talking of which, we've also got the lowdown 
on a new budget engine conversion that could 
provide a cheaper route into Mini Miglia racing. 

But that's far from all. Kevin Taylor's brilliant 
Mini 1100 Special is a fantastic example of an 
increasingly rare model, plus there's a neat brace 
of modified commercials from the Huddersfield 
Spares stable. And, proving that the Mini is still a 
big part of the music scene, up-and-coming rock 
front man Luke Spiller shares the tale of his 
refreshed Mini Mayfair. 

As for me, the decision as to what to with my 
Minis for winter is a fairly straightforward one. As 
the picture shows, I need to get busy with the 
tools before I can think about anything else!

Enjoy the issue.

Jeff Ruggles
Editor, Mini Magazine
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WEBSITE 
www.minimag.co.uk

A star on Channel 4's For The Love of Cars 
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Racy early Clubman
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Looking tasty in Cadbury 
purple, Julian Harber’s 
eBay find rekindled his 
passion for all things 
Mini. He spent the next 
three years painstakingly 
rebuilding it for  
high-speed sprints  
and hillclimbs. 

Words Stephen Colbran Photography Matt Woods 

Miniature
Hero
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Modified ClubMan



Y
ou know those light bulb 
moments that occur every so 
often, a sudden realisation of 
something poignant? Well I had 
one recently, and don’t worry, it 

was pretty relevant to Julian Harber’s 
Clubman featured here, not just some old 
waffle! It came to me that whilst Minis can 
be an absolute blast to drive - up there with 
the best - without a shared passion for the 
car with friends, rebuilding them wouldn’t 
be half as fun. If there was only one Mini left 
in the world, it just wouldn’t be anywhere 
near as rewarding. Julian emailed me way 
back towards the beginning of his project, 
asking questions about my own build and 
sharing pics as he progressed. Together we 
bounced ideas back and forth, chatted at the 
shows and looked forward to seeing each 
other’s projects complete. Now it’s up and 
running we finally got our hands on the 

modded Clubby for a photoshoot, and the 
result is stunning.

TarTan JennY
“I learnt to drive in my sister-in-law’s 850 
Mini in the summer of 1967,” says Julian, 
“and a year later I saved up to buy a Tartan 
Red Mini with the registration JNY, which 
became affectionately known as `Jenny’. A 
life-time love affair of the Mini was born.” 
Julian was already modifying Minis in 
those days, making his own gas-flowed 
cylinder heads, balancing and polishing 
rods and cranks, and even lightening cam 
followers on a small lathe at home. And his 
project car Jenny was always evolving, 
going from Tartan Red to whatever colour 
took his fancy that weekend, eventually 
ending up with a Cooper S engine and a 
straight-cut, close-ratio gearbox – just like 
the rally cars of the time.
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The BUILD
Keen to do a top-notch job, Julian fully stripped the 
bodyshell and mounted it on a home-made spit. 
The work included tubbing the rear arches and 
making turrets for the rear coil-overs. The GKN 
Silverstone wheels were wrangled from Tim at 
MiniMail, and are just one of several cool touches. 

“A new chapter started in 1969,” Julian 
continues. “One day I was driving along 
when I spotted a long-haired hippy and I 
stopped to give him a lift – this was Charlie 
Miller, who has been a great pal ever since. 
Anyway, by the mid-‘80s the Minis and parts 
were all but gone. It was only about five years 
ago that Charlie started taking me off to Mini 
shows in his lovely Red MPi Sport and the 
interest was rekindled.”

Julian was amazed by the diversity of the 
Mini scene, the age range and the vibrancy of 
so many enthusiasts’ customisation. It didn’t 
take long before he was scouring eBay, 
searching for another Mini of his own to 
modify again: “One evening I saw an early 
Clubman in purple that just had something 

about it, but my new garage was not yet built 
so I had to let it go. Then some months later it 
reappeared as an unfinished project and I 
knew I had to bid for it.” Julian borrowed a 
trailer, got a pal to tow it home and then sent 
it to his mother-in-law’s to be stored for 
nearly a year whilst his garage was built. But 
all the Mini show visits with pal Charlie were 
soon to rub off; with all the ideas they’d 
picked up, there was no way this would be 
just a standard restoration job.

Florence The machine
With the registration ‘FMG’, the car became 
known as Florence – for ‘Florence my girl’ 
apparently! The only thing that was set in 
stone was that eye-catching colour – which 
had previously been changed from beige to 
Cadbury purple. “The registration plates had 
`Cadbury’ inscribed on them,” says Julian, 
“and both my wife and her mother said they 
wanted the colour to stay. I wasn’t foolish 
enough to argue but did get a concession to 
have an Old English White roof!”

Having met another Harber, in this case 
Tim Harber of MiniMail, Julian’s ideas for the 
project soon developed into something 
much more substantial. It would have to be 
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“There was no way this would be just  
a standard restoration job...”

The rare 5x12-inch GKN Silverstone alloys were 
fully refurbished and clad with sticky Yokohamas.

Concept Racing was commissioned to build the alloy 
racing fuel cell, which sits in the spare wheel well. 



Heritage to reproduce functioning sliding 
windows with rain outlet tubes. If you ask me 
what job I would not undertake again this 
would be it, but I love the end result.” Since the 
required polycarbonate windows were a little 
unusual in dimensions, it was over to Tony at 
ACW Motorsport Plastics to produce some 
custom versions. And they work well.

At the same time, the rear end of the shell 
was modified quite extensively to accept a 
KAD subframe replacement beam and rear 
coil-overs, with Julian’s collection of parts 
for the rebuild now piling up. After much 
time spent modifying VW Golfs, he was 
pleasantly surprised by the friendly nature of 
some of the Mini scene’s leading experts 
when asking for advice. “I had expected the 
big names in Mini tuning world to be a bit 
offhand to some old geezer asking questions, 
but Steve and Lee at MED, Dave and Arnold 
at KAD and Nick at Swiftune have been 
nothing short of fantastic. So it’s not 

surprising that so many quality specialist 
parts were sourced from them, and Mini 
Spares have been most helpful too.” 

challenge accepTed
Inspired by the family-friendly garage pin-
ups, Julian’s search was then on to find some 
GKN Silverstone alloys, as used on the GT 
Challenge racers.  These are now very scarce, 
with crowds of Clubman and GT owners 
desperate to find a good set. “That took the 
full three years to source the wheels,” says 
Julian. “Well, it was two years to find them 
and a further year to get Tim Harber to part 
with them!” Fully refurbished and shod with 
sticky Yokohama A048s, they look nothing 
short of perfect, Florence’s longer nose 
suiting the 12-inch diameter a treat. 

Deadlines went out the window as Julian 
couldn’t bring himself to rush the project, 
especially after he’d done just that on a minor 
bit of bodywork and ended up doing the 

built with real care and attention to the detail 
– something to improve upon Julian’s Minis 
of the past, but to continue with the 
emphasis on doing as much as possible at 
home. “I knew the workmanship had to be 
tip-top, so I stripped her to a bare shell and 
made a spit from a scaffold pole and some 
steel trestles,” he says. “I even wrote to the 
DVLA explaining I was doing a full 
restoration and could they assist in 
supplying details of the previous owners. I 
wrote to all of the registered owners and was 
over the moon to get a reply from Gary, who 
had bought her when he was 16.” Gary had 
actually learnt to drive in the Mini and had 
always regretted selling it, so Julian kept him 
updated all the way through the rebuild with 
pics from the workshop. He was even there 
to see Florence at her first outing, at the 
Brooklands Mini Day. 

The rebuild took three years of 
disappearing into the garage for long evenings 
and weekends, with two influencing articles 
from Mini Magazine pinned-up in the 
workshop for inspiration. One was Malcolm 
Leggate’s 1275 GT Challenge  racer and the 
other a one of the final Abingdon-prepared 
cars, a red Clubman. “It had been converted to 
sliding windows in the photo,” Julian recalls. 
“I never liked the air vents in later Minis or the 
wind-up windows, so I welded up the former 
and stripped the doors, then bought all the 
channel section and bits for MkII doors from 
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A single HIF44 SU carb does the job for now. KAD rear subframe replacement beam at the rear.

The beautifully-prepared engine bay is soon to 
feature a highly-strung hillclimb motor.



job twice: “I had the words of fellow 
Clubman owner Andy Doswell ringing in 
my ears. ‘If it is not absolutely right, it is 
wrong’ he would say. Andy did the bespoke 
wiring loom, as the only two things I would 
not do were electrics or to fit the 
windscreens,” continues Julian, who’d done 
the paintwork himself and didn’t want to 
risk damaging it after all the hard graft. 

And then it came to the suspension. 
There’s KAD anti-rollbars front and rear, 
with custom-made dampers from Protech 
that Julian’s been incredibly pleased with so 
far. “It was certainly never my original 
intention for Florence to get racy,” he says, 
“but when the KAD four-pot callipers and 
lightweight rear beam and alloy radius arms 

were fitted, before I knew it I had applied for 
an MSA licence and joined the Hillclimb & 
Sprint Association!” 

As the engine was never really intended 
for competition, the spec would remain 
fairly modest initially – a re-bored 1275 
with a modified head, Swiftune SW5 
camshaft, 1.5-ratio rockers and a single SU. 
But there’s some cool additions under the 
bonnet for future upgrades. Julian had 
Concept Racing fabricate an oil catch tank 
and header tank to match the fuel cell in the 
boot, and you may have noticed the front-
mounted radiator and electric fan. Once 
Florence was complete, it was almost 
straight off to the MkI Performance Action 
Day at Blyton Park, where Julian realised 
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“It was certainly never my original 
intention for Florence to get racy... ”

Julian says the only part he didn’t attempt himself was the wiring 
and fitting the windscreens – everything else was DIY in the garage.

A single Cobra Monaco for the driver.

Race battery with a jump-start plug. Ignition and starter button are within easy reach.

A classic selection of vital gauges.



the original gearbox wasn’t really up to it. “I 
had to quickly build the MED SC/CR 
gearbox with 3.7 diff,” he says. “After doing 
all the initial setting-up at Blyton, it was 
clear that the standard road ‘box was not 
suited to motorsport.”

SprinT FiniSh
And then things got really serious on the 
competition side, which is amusing 
considering the original plan was to drive 
Florence to the Italian IMM in 2013. The 
competition ideas from friends and the Mini 
specialists clearly had an effect then. “I 
entered the modified saloon car under-
1400cc class in June at Prescott,” he says. “To 
my great delight Florence won the 
scrutineers’ award for the best-prepared car 
out of 150 on the day. It was a great start to 
the motorsport discipline, and having an 
under-powered engine has not been a bad 
thing to get the hang of the sport and its 
tricky tracks.”

Next the plan is to build a more powerful 
power unit over the winter using a Brett 
Simms dry-decked cylinder head above an 
MED-prepped block and crank. It’ll also 
feature Arrow con-rods and an MED  
cambelt kit to utilise higher revs with a more 
suitably low final drive ratio. 

But development won’t end there; whilst 
the GKN wheels look fantastic, more grip 
can be had with 13-inch Avon slicks, so there 

ThankS To:
Julian would like to thank:  “Andy for the electrics, 
Tim at MiniMail for parts and encouragement, all at 
MED, KAD, The Arc Angels, Concept Racing, Charlie 
for making it all happen and Tricia my wife for 
support throughout the project.”

will soon be Revolution alloys with softer 
rubber to replace those road-legal Yokos. 
And the Protech dampers have already been 
uprated with higher poundage springs to 
reduce body roll, so the hillclimb times look 
set to tumble in 2015. 

We look forward to hearing all about 
Julian’s progress with the project, and hope 
he continues to enjoy the sharing of ideas 
and the general socialising at events, which 
he’s already become fully immersed in. It’s 
definitely more rewarding with friends 
around to help out. 

TECH spEC
BoDy 1970 early Clubman shell with tunnel for remote 
gearchange, bare metal restoration using Heritage 
panels, tubbed rear arches, turreted and strengthened 
for coil-overs, The Arc Angels fibreglass bonnet and 
bootlid, Group 2 arch extensions, MiniMail quick 
release bonnet hinge conversion, air vents and fuel 
filler welded up, fabricated crossmember at rear for 
jacking and towing and rear exhaust mounting, 
polycarbonate sliding windows from ACW Motorsport 
Plastics, heated front windscreen, GT door mirrors, 
under car stone chip protection. Paint: Cellulose 
‘Cadbury’ purple and Old English White.

engIne 1275 A-plus, bored +0.030-inch, balanced con-
rods with ARP Bolts, 1275 GT crankshaft, centre main 
strap, oil ways aligned to bearings, MED S-Crank 
Damper, MED lightened steel flywheel, Iwis duplex 
chain, SW5 camshaft, lightened followers, Mini Spares 
competition head studs, BK450 gasket, home-modified 
11-stud head, MED 1.5:1 ratio roller rockers, Mini Spares 
comp stud set, MG rocker cover with breather tubes 
welded by Concept Racing, H&H electronic distributor, 
dry-cell coil, SH Engineering oil filler cap, braided oil 
feed pipe, HIF44 SU, MED Stub Stack and ITG filter kit, 
Mini Spares inlet, Maniflow Freeflow manifold, RC40 
exhaust system, Facet fuel pump, early Metro front-
mounted radiator, electric fan, modified DSN Classics 
thermostat housing, custom-made alloy water pipes 
with swaged ends, blue silicone hoses.

TranSMISSIon Rod-change gearbox, casing stress 
relieved, MED Race SCCR gear set, MED HD Lay shaft, 

KAD bearing support casing and double locknut set, MED 
X-Pin diff, 3.7:1 final drive ratio, Metro Turbo clutch plate, 
AP Orange diaphragm, MED roller bearing 1:1 SC transfer 
gears, Mini Spares centre oil pick-up pipe, rod change 
lengthened and custom-mounted to suit early body shell, 
MiniMail NOS inner pot joints, braided clutch hose.

SUSpenSIon Converted from Hydrolastic to dry, seam 
welded and strengthened front subframe, Mini Spares 
Rose-jointed bottom arms, KAD adjustable Rose-jointed 
tie-rods, KAD rear subframe beam replacement, 
aluminium radius arms and quadrants, front and rear 
anti-rollbars, adjustable rear tracking brackets, Protech 
adjustable dampers, 150lb rear springs, alloy rear hubs.

BrakeS KAD four-pot alloy callipers, Mintex 1144 
pads, Brembo 8.4-inch discs, new master cylinder, 
Aeroquip flexi hoses and copper brake lines, Wilwood 
bias valve, Superfin alloy rear drums, Mintex shoes. 

WheeLS AND TYReS Refurbished 5x12-inch GKN 
Silverstone wheels, stainless steel sleeved nuts, 
Yokohama A048 165/55x12 tyres.

InTerIor Cobra Monaco Sport seat, Sparco three-inch 
harness, Safety Devices rear rollcage and harness bar, 
Moto-Lita steering wheel, bespoke dashboard, Racetech 
tacho, ETB classic gauges, 1300 GT speedo, FIA kill 
switch, bespoke wiring loom with extra fuses and relays, 
crossmember-mounted switch panel, Odyssey race 
battery, DSN Classics door furniture, brake and fuel lines 
routed internally, Concept Racing seven-gallon fuel cell 
in boot and swirl tank.
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Julian is clearly loving every minute of the Mini 
scene and his recently-finished creation.















The second oldest known Morris Mini-Minor 
in the world is now being restored. Wearing 
chassis number 131, the 1959 example was 

purchased by sealed bid at a yard sale in Denmark, 
and is second only to 621 AOK in terms of age. 

According to Bill Bell of the 1959 Mini Register, 
the car carries the 31st Morris chassis number but 
was the 29th car built (the two earlier numbers 
were constructed later). It was built on May 15 
1959 as an Old English White left-hand-drive 
De-Luxe for Denmark, making it the earliest 
privately owned Morris so far found.

The proud owner is Lars Søe-Jensen, but he 
endured quite a struggle to get his hands on the 
car. He originally discovered it at an air museum 
amongst a bunch of old ‘60s and ‘70s cars and 
lorries. It was wearing Cooper badges, but some 
early features aroused Lars’ interest. As soon as he 
saw the 131 chassis plate, he enquired if any of the 
cars were for sale, like “that old Mini for spares.”

Lars was told they would be auctioned off in 
August 2012, but the Mini was absent on the day. 
Lars was subsequently informed that it was 
amongst a group of cars too poor to be included, 

and would be sold separately the following year. 
A year of waiting turned into two, when a small 

advert appeared for the yard sale of the remaining 
vehicles. And though most dismissed the car as 
worthless as it wasn’t a Cooper, an expert was taking 
lots of photos and Lars feared the game was up.  
Nevertheless he put in a bid, and after a nervous week 
of further waiting, was told he had won!

We look forward to hearing more about this 
very significant ‘59 Mini-Minor as the rebuild 
progresses. For the full story and future updates, 
visit 1959miniregister.com

ItalIan JOB annIversary

■ It all started back in 1990, when the idea of 
having a fun holiday inspired by the iconic 1969 
Italian Job was combined with raising money for 
children’s charities. Since then, The Italian Job 
tour has collected millions of pounds for good 
causes thanks to its enthusiastic participants 
and willing sponsors.

This year, the tour revisited its inaugural starting 
point  of Trento in northern Italy. Entrants drove on 

amazing roads, visiting racing circuits, vineyards 
and movie locations along the way. Timed special 
stages entertained the entrants throughout the 
week-long tour. It was a hard fought competition, 
but  Mini Magazine contributors Alex and Suzy 
Kinsman were delighted to uphold our honour by 
winning the navigational rally. Liz Shields was 
equally thrilled to win a classic Mini Cooper in the 
raffle. See the full event report next month. 

Long-running charity tour celebrates its 25th year

Chassis number 131 undergoing a complete restoration in Denmark
restO fOr secOnd Oldest MOrrIs

Alex and Suzy Kinsman won the navigational rally.

Lining up for a fast blast round Modena racing circuit.

The car has now been 
stripped to a bare shell. The 131 chassis plate. 

Lars collecting his amazing discovery. 
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BiLL RichARdS 
goeS To  
MonTe cARLo
The Bill Richards 
Rally Team is set to 
enter the prestigious 
Rallye Monte Carlo 
Historique once 
again in 2015, which 
takes place from 
January 28 to 
February 4. Bill will 
once again be at the 
wheel of his Cooper 
S rally car, PRX 
720B, with Alan 
Petit alongside him 
in the co-driver’s 
seat for the first 
time. The entry has 
full backing from 
both Mini Spares 
and Millers Oils.  
“Without their help 
this would not be 
possible,” said Bill. 
“We are sure PRX 
and the team will do 
its very best.” 

geRALd dALe 
winS The 
BRiTiSh cAR 
TRophy 
Gerald Dale and the 
MondoSport team 
lifted the British Car 
Trophy at the final 
Nürburgring round, 
despite some tricky 
mechanical issues. 
The engine 
developed a crank 
issue after qualifying, 
so Leigh Dale and 
Arnold Duncan of 
KAD rebuilt the spare 
engine in 10 hours. 

Gerald went out 
on pole, and although 
he was forced to 
retire in the first race 
due to a flat tyre, he 
was able to win the 
second race and take 
the title. James 
Lindridge finished 
the championship in 
second place. 

neWs
shOrts

■  Lord Baker, the mastermind behind 
the University Technical Colleges 
network, has visited the MINI Plant in a 
bid to encourage more local businesses to 
get behind the scheme. 

Oxfordshire UTC, based in Didcot, is set to 

open in September 2015 specialising in life 
sciences, physical sciences and engineering. 
The technical college is being backed by 
industrial supporters, including MINI Plant 
Oxford which has a long-established 
apprenticeship programme.

“Investment in young people is a key part 
of our development strategy for the plants, 
said Simon Farrall, head of apprentice and 
associate training at BMW Group UK. “We 
need to foster the development of talented 
young engineers and technicians to become 
the MINI employees of the future. The UTC 
supports this objective by providing us with a 
steady stream of suitable candidates.”

MInI Backs neW 
technIcal cOllege

Minis play starring role at Manchester event

fOOtMan JaMes 
classIc car shOW
■ Minis were well represented as the 
crowds turned out in force for the Footman 
James Classic Car Show, a large indoor event 
that took place in Manchester towards the 
end of September. 

The Mini Cooper Register went with the 
red, white and blue theme with some 
beautifully presented rally cars on display, as 
well as Dean Cotton’s recently unearthed 
1971 barn find Cooper S which was a real 
magnet of attraction, especially to the likes 
of TV car restoration guru Fuzz Townshend. 
Ex-Works navigator Mike Wood was also in 
attendance and was happy to spend time 
sharing his memories. 

Elsewhere displays from Manchester 
Minis and North Manchester Classic Mini 
Club featured some excellent cars, while 
private entries included the beautifully 
restored early Riley Elf of Peter Fortune, the 
Works replica Cooper S of Mike Dodsworth 
and Mat Critchley’s MkI Austin Cooper. Out 
on the rally stage Tom Bradley was 
showing his mettle in his faithful 1275 GT 
rally car, whilst Nick Wilkins’ fun was cut 
short when he hit a concrete block in father 
Derek’s ex-Cars and Car Conversions Cox 
GTM. The damage wasn’t quite as bad as it 
looked and repairs were well under way at 
the time of writing!

auctIOn 
rOund-up
Classic Minis going 
under the hammer
sIlverstOne auctIOns at the nec
■ Five Minis were due to go under the 
hammer at the NEC Classic Motor show on 
November 15-16, including two stand-out 
examples. The first is a 1964 Austin Mini 
MkI, which recently belonged to DJ Chris 
Evans. It’s been built to Cooper 998cc 
specification, and was restored in 2003. It 
was being sold with no reserve, but has 
reached over £20,000 previously. 

The second was an interesting left-hand-
drive 1966 Austin Mini Cooper 1275 S, 
which departed the factory bound for 
Honolulu, Hawaii. It was repatriated to the 
UK in early 2014. and has since been fully 
restored using as many original parts as 
possible, covering just 25 miles since. It was 
estimated to fetch £20,000-25,000. 

Also set to be auctioned was a 1966 
Morris MkI Cooper, a ‘61 Morris Mini-Minor 
DeLuxe and a 1960 Austin Se7en.

anglIa car auctIOns
■ Nine Minis went under the hammer at 
Anglia Car Auction’s Kings Lynn base on 
Saturday November 1, but none as stand-
out as a stunning replica of AJB 44B, the 
Works 1965 Monte Carlo-winning car. The 
replica wears the plate AJB 4B, and is built 
as closely as possible to the original BMC 
build sheet. The car carried an estimate of 
£36,000-45,000, but despite attracting 
plenty of interest, the top bid of £32,500 
was not accepted by the vendor. 

Oxford plant leads the way in supporting new UTC venue 

Words and photography pete flanagan

Mini is involved with the UTc network.
Superb ‘65 Monte replica. 

ex-hawaiian cooper S. 

chris evans’ former Mki.

Mike wood with Steve eccershall’s Mini.
car S.o.S star Fuzz Townshend was taken 
with dean cotton’s barn find cooper S. 

Tom Bradley in action on the rally stage.

peter Fortune’s Riley elf.

cox gTM + concrete block = ouch!
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Club visit Classic Restorations open day
MIltOn keynes MOc

wiRRAL To 
LLAndUdno
Wirral Minis organises 
its Wirral to Llandudno 
Run every January. For 
2015, it will take place 
on Sunday January 11. 
It’s free to enter but 
everyone is 
encouraged to 
purchase a run plaque 
for their front grille, 
and help towards a 
charity collection. The 
scenic route is along 
the coastal road and 
across Snowdonia. 
More information and 
an application 
download can be 
found via www.
wirralminis.com 

Mini winTeR RALLy 
The 2015 Mini Winter 
Rally, in Switzerland, 
will take place over the 
weekend of January 
24-25. Organised by 
Mini Club Romand, a 
maximum of 35 cars 
can take part, at a cost 
of CHF450 for two 
people. See http:mini-
winter-rally.blogspot.
ch for registration 
details. 

heAding weST
Westcountry Mini 
scene is a new group 
set-up to unite Mini 
clubs and enthusiasts 
in the South West. You 
can read about its 
inaugural event on 
page 28, but now it’s 
added four more 
events to its calendar 
for 2015. The first is its 
New Year Gathering at 
the Route 5 Diner near 
Exeter on February 1, 
following by a 
Somerset Gathering at 
the Haynes Motor 
Museum in Sparkford 
on March 1, and then 
two Devon-based 
meets at Sutton 
Harbour in Plymouth, 
which take place on 
March 29 and October 
25. See www.
wcminiscene.co.uk

cluB
shOrts

■ Milton Keynes Mini Owners Club was invited by the owner of 
owner of Classic Restorations, Warren Kennedy, to a recent open 
day. The Minis met up at the Barn Beefeater in central Milton 
Keynes, its usual venue for club meets, and then had a great drive 
out to Warren’s business. 

“Warren kept us fed and watered with a hog roast, beer, wine 
and soft drinks, and we all had a wonderful day,” said club 
secretary Helen Hircock. Warren’s workshop was busy with lots of 
cars undergoing restoration, including a Minivan. The visitors were 
allowed to wander round the premises to their hearts’ content, and 
got to see some of the amazing barn hide-aways.

■ A bunch of Dorset friends met up 
together for a Sunday jolly in aid of a great 
cause. First catching the Sandbanks ferry 
to Studland, the Minis were driven through 
some beautiful scenery past Swanage and 
Corfe, to eventually arrive at the Margaret 

Green Animal Shelter near Wareham. 
Everyone brought donations of kitten food 
in response to a local appeal, which the 
staff gratefully received. The Mini drivers 
got to meet the other animals at the 
sanctuary, before heading off to the 

Halfway Inn for a spot of lunch.
Sarah Butterfield, who initiated the 

idea, said “I was so pleased with the 
support all my friends gave me. It made 
the a day a success. I plan to do another 
run next year!”

cOrnIsh MInI cluB 
cheque handOver
CMC raise money for local  
CHSW children’s hospice 
■ Children’s Hospice South West is a regular recipient of Mini 
owners’ fundraising in the West Country. The Cornish Mini Club 
played its part by visiting Little Harbour, which is the charity’s 
newest hospice centre near St Austell. Here it handed over a 
cheque for £200, raised on the Riviera Run earlier this year. 
The kids loved looking at all the 
Minis, and listening to the Dixie 
horns and novelty animal 
sound speakers. “It was a credit 
to see the children and parents 
smile. A big thank you to 
everyone who took part,” said 
club member Sabrina Louise.

purr-fect day Out
Dorset Mini Friends visit animal shelter

doset-based enthusiasts took 
advantage of the blue skies.

Awwwww! Mini friends donated kitten food.

The kids loved meeting the Minis

The workshop was full 
of interesting projects
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BuMpstart 
and cMc  
MInI cruIse
Austins (and friends) go  
to visit Jane Austen...
■  It was a beautiful Sunday morning when 
Cornish Mini Club and Bumpstart Mini Club joined 
together for a cruise along the coastline. A total of 
13 Minis met up in Fraddon and headed off to a 
café at The Wier near Bude, which overlooks a 
lakeside wildlife centre. 

After a cup of tea and a chat, the two clubs 
travelled over the Cornwall-Devon border to 
Hartland Quay. They had special permission to 
take the Minis onto Hartland Abbey’s parkland for 
a photo shoot in front of the stately home, which 
was used as Mrs Dashwood’s house in the BBC 
Jane Austen drama Sense and Sensibility.

MInI drIfters 
fIsh ‘n’ chIp run
Bristol club heads for the seaside
No excuse is ever needed to drive your Mini to the chippy, as 
the Bristol Mini Drifters recently proved. Club members met up 
along the Bristol ring road, and headed off towards Wells and 
Cheddar Gorge. 
From there its was on to Brean, finishing at Weston-super-Mare 
for a traditional seaside meal at Winstons Fish and Chip shop, 
which is right on the sea front. It was a smashing day out for all, 
especially for Maurice Neate, who was trying his new MINI 
Cooper S out for the first time on a club run.

sMag MeMOrIal run
Seaside day out in remembrance 
■ Southend Mini Action Group recently honoured its past members with a memorial run to 
Walton-on-the-Naze. A brightly-coloured beach hut was hired for the day so that the Mini 
drivers could enjoy some fine autumn weather whilst eating fish and chips alfresco. 
“We did the run in memory of members sadly no longer with us,” said member Bert Winzar. 
SMAG is sure they would have thoroughly approved of the relaxing day out.

autuMn 
cOlOurs run
Band of Gypsies enjoy seasonal blast
■ After a great summer, including a brilliant IMM, the Band of 
Gypises Mini Owners’ Group was not looking forward to laying 
its Minis up for winter. In response, the Middlesbrough-based 
club hastily conceived a run to take in the autumn colours.
It was always going to be weather dependent and unluckily the 
proposed day of Saturday October 4 dawned very wet. Moving 
the run to the following day a proved far more successful plan. 
“The immediacy of social media is its saving grace!” noted 
member Barry Johnson. 
A turnout of eight smart Minis at such short notice meant a 
great day was had by all, 
especially by the visitors to a 
local garden centre that was 
used by the runners as a 
morning tea stop. The number 
of people who have a Mini 
story or experience to relate 
never ceases to amaze...

hartland Abbey was used as a BBc Jane Austen drama location.

Along the north cornish coastline.

The drifters in wells. 

There are lots of purple Minis in this club! 

Fish and chips at the seaside.SMAg hired a beach hut for the day.

BogMog go for an autumn blast. 

Bogmog surprise a local dairy 
by driving along the 
unclassified road through the 
farmyard...
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Slark and White win titles at closely-fought Donington decider 

Words and photography David hale and caroline Gilbert

Donington Park was the venue as the 
final two rounds of the Mighty and 
Super Mighty Mini championships 

took place on October 18-19. Both titles had 
yet to be decided, making for an exiting 
weekend in exceptionally windy conditions. 

The two championship protagonists 
would’ve filled the front row for the Supers, 
but a five-second penalty for Elliot Stafford 
meant he had to start from seventh, while 
Jamie White had the luxury of pole. For the 
Mighty’s Damien Harrington took pole 
ahead of Championship contenders Paul 
Inch and Ian Slark, while Sam Hathaway 
could only manage ninth.

The Supers were first out, with Scott 
Kendall getting ahead of White to lead the 
field into Redgate, only for White to snatch 
top spot back at McLeans. Stafford 
managed to work his way up to fourth on 
the first lap, before passing Mark Burnett 
into Redgate for third and then setting off in 
pursuit of the lead pair. 

Kendall then had a moment at the old 
Hairpin, meaning that Stafford was soon 
onto his bootlid and pushing for second 
place. Kendall and Stafford’s battling antics 
allowed Burnett to catch up and make it a 
three-way fight for second, leaving White 
to open out a healthy lead. Kendall then ran 
wide at McLeans to drop out of contention, 
which left Stafford and Burnett to fight 
side-by-side on the final lap. Stafford 
narrowly beat his rival to take second 
behind the victorious White, while Burnett 
had to settle for third. 

The opening Mightys race saw Inch 
make a blistering start from second place 
and take an early lead. Pole sitter 
Harrington was slow out of the Old Hairpin, 
allowing Caroline Gilbert to take second 
behind Inch. However, Harrington and 

Brayden Fletcher slip-streamed past her on 
the following lap, and she then lost out to 
Ade Tuckley and Slark on the Exhibition 
Straight, dropping her behind a five-way 
fight for the lead. 

The lead pack were swapping places at 
every opportunity, slip-streaming each 
other down the straights and trying to 
outbrake one another at corners. As they 
came to take the chequered flag the cars 
finished virtually five-abreast along the 
Wheatcroft straight, with Inch emerging 
the winner, Harrington in second and 
Fletcher taking the final podium place. 
Series leader Slark finished in fifth place.

The top eight from the opening Supers 
battle were reversed for race two, putting 
Dan Palmer on pole with Neil Fearnley 
alongside. David Kirkpatrick, from the 
second row, made the best start and led 
into Redgate whilst Fearnly was pushed 

wide and rapidly dropped down the order. 
White only managed to pass a couple of 
cars on the first lap to move up to sixth, 
while Stafford was up to third. 

Before long Kendall, Stafford, White and 
Burnett were soon at the front again, and 
fighting each other again for the lead. The 
Kirkpatrick brothers, David and Neven, also 
managed to get involved with the battle to 
make it a six-way fight for first place.

Neven Kirkpatrick and Burnett made 
contact as they came round to start the 
final lap, but Kirkpatrick continued to 
narrowly lead while Burnett dropped a few 
places. Kirkpatrick held on to take the win 

having started from last on the grid, while 
Kendall took second and Stafford third. Two 
podium finishes weren’t enough for 
Stafford though, leaving Jamie White to 
take the 2014 Super title pending any 
judicial or technical matters. 

In the second Mightys race, the top 
seven were reversed to put Sam Hathaway 
on pole alongside Paul Rhodes. 
Nevertheless it was Slark who made the 
best start from row two, leading the pack 
into the first corner with Hathaway behind. 
Inch made a conservative start, but was 
keeping his championship chances alive by 
running amongst the front pack.   

The cars were running that closely that 
Tuckley and Martyn Hathaway made 
contact, with the latter running through the 
gravel at Coppice but still able to continue. 
Martyn’s son Sam Hathaway followed him 
off at the same corner a few laps later, 

leaving five cars fighting for the lead.
Slark headed up the pack with Inch just 

behind, while Harrington forced his way 
past Inch at McLeans, hence allowing Slark 
to concentrate on driving and not 
defending. Slark held on to take the win and 
the provisional championship victory, while 
Harrington took second. Tuckley grabbed 
third on the final lap ahead of Inch, who 
finished fourth in the race and second in the 
championship. Meanwhile, Paul Rhodes 
took honours in the Novice category, while 
Ella Markham is 2014 Ladies title-winner. 
Here’s looking forward to more of the same 
great action in 2015!

Final Flourish

“slark held on to take the win and 
the championship victory...”
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DonInGton PaRk
OCTOBER 18-19

MIGhty MInIs 
Round 13
1 Paul Inch
2 Damien Harrington
3 Brayden Fletcher
4 Adrian Tuckley
5 Ian Slark
6 Paul Rhodes
Round 14
1 Ian Slark
2 Damien Harrington
3 Adrian Tuckley
4 Paul Inch
5 Brayden Fletcher
6 Paul Rhodes

suPER MIGhtys 
Round 13
1 Jamie White
2 Elliot Stafford
3 Mark Burnett
4 Scott Kendall
5 David Kirkpatrick
6 Steve Maxted
Round 14
1 Neven Kirkpatrick
2 Scott Kendall
3 Elliot Stafford
4 Jamie White
5 David Kirkpatrick
6 Mark Burnett

n  cunnInGhaM takEs tItlEs
Ray Cunningham has taken Class B2 
and Category One honours in this year’s 
West Wales Rally Spares R.A.C. Rally 
Championship at the wheel of his Mini 
Cooper. The Irishman, who was 
alongside co-driver Phil Clarke for the 
first time, finished ahead of the Volvo 
Amazon of title rivals Graham Waite 
and Gill Cotton at the seventh and final 
round of the series, the Trackrod 
Historic Cup on 26-27 September. 









 

Westcountry 
cap’n Jaspers Meet

 Minis from across the 
 South West gather for the inaugural  
 Westcountry Mini Scene gathering. 

A
n impressive 46 
Minis converged 
on Plymouth’s 
historic Barbican 
on Sunday 

October 26 for the first meet 
organised by Westcountry Mini 
Scene. The group has been 
formed with the idea of 
unifying Mini clubs from 
counties across the South West, 
aiming to increase cross-club 
meets and improve the social 
scene for Mini owners right 
across the region. 

If this first gathering was 
anything to go by there’s a 
bright future ahead, with a great 
selection of Minis from Devon 
and Cornwall in attendance. 

Some were polished and 
perfect, with others being a 
definite work in progress. 
Amongst the more unique 
Minis was Simon and Wendy 
Rundle’s custom Mini Thirty. “A 
roof tile fell off onto the back of 
the car and put a massive dent in 
the roof. With the damage to it I 
decided I’d chop it,” says Simon. 

The Osborne family was out 
in force with Diane and David’s 
2000 Sportpack leading the 
line. Diane is a relatively recent 
convert to the Mini scene, but 

has been drawn in not only by 
the cars but also by the people. 
They were joined by son David, 
his wife Karen and their son 
Joshua in ‘Ruby’, their 1988 
Mini. Diane’s brother Gordon 
Kellow completed the family 
affair in his Sportpack Cooper. 

James Stephenson, who is 
currently learning to drive, 
travelled to Plymouth with his 
Granddad, Chris, in his 1984 
Mini 25. “I had it as a 17th 
birthday present” James told us. 
“It’s a work in progress,” added 

Chris. “Luckily for him I used to 
have my own bodyshop!”

The event was a resounding 
success, with plenty asking 
organisers Alan Perrins and 
Paul Tupman when the next 
meet will be (the answer is 
February 1 at the Route 5 Diner 
near Exeter). “The turnout 
today has been brilliant – there’s 
some cracking cars here and 
some lovely people,” Alan said. 
“It couldn’t have gone any 
better, really.” 

Find Westcountry Mini 
Scene on Facebook by searching 
‘Westcountry Mini Scene’ or on 
Twitter at @WCMiniScene. The 
web address is www.
wcminiscene.co.uk

  Words and photography Adam Sloman 

“The idea is to unify Mini clubs 
from across the South West...”

Show report
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Clubman models were well represented.

The Osborne family out in force. James and Chris with James’ 25.

Simon and Wendy’s custom Thirty. Co-organisers Paul and Alan (centre).
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Giving it some beans, Hopkirk-style!

Plenty of early cars made the trip. 

Steve Burkinshaw’s Cooper S. 

Deserted French roads were very welcome.

Retracing Paddy’s tracks in rural 
France - what could be better?

Minis to Monte 
 Mini Cooper Register celebrates the 50th anniversary of  
 Paddy Hopkirk’s 1964 Monte Carlo victory in fine style. 

I
n September, the Mini Cooper 
Register celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of Paddy 
Hopkirk’s famous victory on 
the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally 

with its latest Minis to Monte 
touring event. An impressive 43 
members took part in the 
2250km adventure, which 
retraced many parts of Paddy’s 
route to Monaco. 

Starting from Lenham in Kent, 
a location regularly used as a time 
control for British entrants on 
past Monte Carlo rallies, the 
week-long tour gave drivers a 
taste of motoring as it used to be, 
using classic French roads 
uncluttered by traffic and toll 
booths. For co-drivers, a road 

book compiled by organisers 
Robert Clayson and Peter Moss 
ensured navigation was simple.

The oldest car taking part was 
a 1961 Mini Cooper, and the 
youngest a 2012 MINI Roadster.  
Despite the advancing years of 
many of the Minis, reliability was 
generally good and a seasoned 
service crew was on hand in a 
well-equipped van to help anyone 
who did get into difficulties.

After an overnight stay in 
Troyes, the Minis made the long 
haul south to Neuchatel, a control 
on the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally. 
From there the route led to Aix-
les-Bains in the foothills of the 
Alps, which was the base for two 
days of motoring in the region. 

En route to Gap, cars and 
crews tackled the Col d’Espreaux 
– another Monte Carlo Rally 
special stage in the 1960s. And 
after an overnight halt at Gap, the 
Minis scaled the heights of the 
1,607-metre Col de Turini - the 
steep and twisting sting-in-the-
tail of every Monte Carlo Rally - 
with the tour ending beside the 
Mediterranean in Monaco. 

The Mini Cooper Register ran 
its first Minis to Monte in 2004, 
and it’s now a real favourite.  “Our 
aim is to give classic and modern 
Mini owners the chance to drive 
their cars on some of these great 
rally roads,” said Robert Clayson. 
See www.minicooper.org for 
future events and updates.

  Words Andrew Bond Photography Robert Clayson 

Show report
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A 16-valve motor? Yes please...

Mini Fair 2
 British Mini Club welcomed large crowds to the second   
 of its two big indoor Mini events at Stoneleigh Park. 

B
eing totally honest, 
we feared that the 
British Mini Club’s 
second annual Mini 
Fair 2 on October 19 

might suffer from an end of 
season lull. The Mini’s 55th 
birthday had already brought 
about a packed event calendar, 
with the small matter of a 
UK-based IMM to boot. In 
addition, here was an event 
still in its infancy and with one 
or two big-name traders 
missing. So we’re delighted to 
report that our worries were 
completely unfounded. Not 
only were advanced ticket 
sales up; crowds took 
advantage of great weather to 

descend on the Stoneleigh 
Park venue in strong numbers. 

Not that the weather 
matters too much, as the show 
is primarily held inside two 
large indoor halls. As the 
name suggests, it’s a similar 
event to the annual Mini Fair 
at Bingley Hall in January. This 
means there are plenty of 
traders present, with big-name 
specialists and autojumble 
stands aplenty. With many 
taking the opportunity to pick 
up those rare and elusive parts 

in preparation for their winter 
projects, it’s no surprise that 
trade was brisk. 

But this event isn’t just 
about buying things. Mini Fair 
2 is also the venue for the 
BMC’s prestigious Premier 
Concours finals, where class 
winners from the club’s 
previous 2014 events are 
pitched against each other on 
the coveted, ahem, blue 
carpet. After missing out by 
just half a point last year, Paul 
Moran took home overall 

honours and a cheque for £700 
thanks to his amazing 
modified Mini Pick-up. This is 
the second time he’s won the 
title in the last three years, but 
it was a close-run thing as his 
score of 196 points was only 
one better than the 195 
achieved by Steve Moore’s 
stunning MINI GP. In third 
place was James Connor, who 
scored 192 points with his 
modified Mayfair. 

Continuing the polishing 
theme, hall two was the venue 
for the Show and Shine 
competition. Some great cars 
were on display, including 
Mick Whitehead’s bright green 
Riley Elf, Neil and Emma 

  Words and photography Jeff Ruggles 

“Previous class winners are 
pitched against each other...”

Show report
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Maxine Alcorn‘s ‘Ghostbusters’ Sidewalk. 



 

 Turbo power 
Dan Seal’s recently-completed Old 
English White creation attracted plenty 
of attention all day long. Featuring cool 
touches such as Recaro seats and custom 
Image split-rim wheels, the car also has 
the power to match its looks courtesy of 
a modified 1293cc turbocharged motor 
with Megajolt ignition. 

 

 Five star 
Midlands Mini Club’s display raised the 
bar higher than ever at Mini Fair 2. Not 
content with dressing themselves and 
their cars up in spooky outfits, it erected 
it own haunted castle complete with a 
smoke machine, real coffin and even a 
real skeleton! Amazingly, the club now 
has five wins from five events entered.

Mint Clubby Estate.

Paul Moran’s winning Pick-up. 

We’re loving this slab-fronter.

New MPi motor up for grabs.

Beautiful Surf Blue MkI.

Wayne Brownhill’s MPi.

James Connor with his Mayfair.

Show report
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Neil and Emma Husband’s Clubman Estate.

Jeremy Robinson’s Mk3.

Steve Wood’s Mini gets the 
Minivation hinge treatment.
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 Clubman class 
This smart Teal Blue 1973 Mini 
Clubman is remarkably original 
save for a few period extras. 
Owner Sharon Ekin has only 
owned the 31k-mile example, 
named Lily, for just a month, 
having bought it from Jeff Surrey 
at the Mini Centre in Stoke. Aussie-spec Clubman in the car park. 

Husband’s superb class-
winning early Clubman Estate 
and Ray Pizzey’s fantastic 
Pick-up. The overall car of the 
show, however, was Sarah 
Rogers’  brilliant airbrushed 
Mini, which fitted in well with 
the show’s Halloween theme.  

Talking of which, the time 
of year meant that plenty of 
clubs went all-out spooky with 
their stands. Haunting displays 
were everywhere, with both 
Hilltop Minis and the Rusty 
Nuts Mini Club winning 
trophies for their efforts. 
Nobody could top the display 
put on by Midlands Mini Club 
though, which has now won 
five out the five shows it has 

entered in its very first year – 
an amazing achievement. 

For the fourth time this year 
– and for as long as we can 
remember – the show 
culminated with the chance to 
win a Mini for just the cost of a 
£1 raffle ticket. This time the 
prize car was a rather splendid 
low-mileage Mini Ritz LE, 
complete with celebrity guest 
Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams’ 
signature on the sunvisor. 
After plenty of furore, Paul 
Baker emerged from the crowd 
with the winning ticket, no 
doubt wondering how on earth 
he was going to drive two 
Minis back to Portsmouth on 
his own...

Show report
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Dave and Ruth Webb’s 
stunning Innocenti Cooper.

The Mini Ritz raffle car was a stunner. 

Sarah Rogers’ amazing airbrushed Mini. 

Tracey Lippett’s Cabriolet. 





 

Jan and Anne from Mini Fun Club Belgium.

Stop off and throw balls in the buckets for 
extra points...

Polderroute Part 7 

B
elgian Minis on Tour, as the name 
suggests, is the kind of Mini club that 
just likes to get out and explore. In 
keeping with that adventurous ethos, 
this year’s big event was the Polderroute 

Part 7 on September 21 – a fun navigational tour 
around the Dutch/Belgian border. 

Wesley Berloo and Anja Declerck are the 
main organisers behind the event, and they 
were so keen for us to join them again, they 
even offered the use of their Portuguese Mini 
Moke for the rally. How cool is that! There was 
no choice – we had to go and see them. The 
yellow Moke is becoming quite a famous little 
car now, having won the Mini Winter Rally in 
Switzerland a few years back, and making 
frequent trips over the channel during the show 
season. With a modified 1275 engine and 
stickier Yokohama tyres, it was bound to be a 
good weekend ahead. 

Ready to Run 
Each time we visit the major Belgian cities - 
Bruges, Ghent and Brussels to name a few - we 
wonder why we don’t visit more often. Just a 
short trip across from the ferry/tunnel and 
you’re in some beautiful historic locations. But 
enough tourism and chocolate; it was an early 
start at Sint-Laureins for the meeting point. 42 
Minis were booked in from various nations, 
with quite a few familiar names on the list. 
Entry didn’t just include the rally, road book 
and grille plaque, but breakfast, lunch, dinner 
and prizes too. It was to be a properly fun day 
out playing around in Minis. So off we went in 
the Moke, trying not to fall into the ‘follow the 
Mini in front’ trap, guided by the Tulip-style 
road book and keeping an eye out for roadside 
clues. There are two classes on the Polderroute 
– Sport and Touristic. Sport is incredibly 
complex, with junctions to be taken in very 

 Words and Photography Stephen Colbran 

Innocenti Cooper sounded awesome.

Chris gets to grips with the roadbook.

road Trip
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The battery on Arne’s Pick-up died, but a quick push did the trick. 

Tidy Belgian Clubman Estate.

Grab your run plaque and let’s go.

 The Belgian Minis on Tour crew  
 certainly know how to organise  
 a memorable navigational rally. 

specific directions to reach lettered sign posts in 
the correct order, all whilst following a map 
with very limited clues. “The Sport class is very 
difficult this year,” said Wesley before the off, 
quite ominously. “People have been getting quite 
good at it, so we put some real tough bits in 
there. I’ll know if and where they’ve gone wrong. 
I doubt anyone will get it all perfect.” 

With that in mind we went for the more 
relaxed Touristic class, obviously, where clues 
were pictorial instead. Every so often you’d find a 
roadside sign with a car manufacturer’s logo, so it 
was just a case of guessing them all correctly in 
the correct order and not missing the check 
points. Easy right? Apparently not – we 

overheard that even some of the cheeky smart 
phone Googlers couldn’t work a few of them out. 
1970s Vauxhall badges are hardly a common 
occurrence in Belgium…but we got that one.

acRoss the PoldeRs 
Wesley had planned the route to take in some 
perfect Mini roads with barely any traffic in sight, 
but like any navigational rally you have to really 
keep your wits about you. We must have driven 
straight past most of the clues without realising, 
clearly having too much fun in the Moke! Taking 
photos for the magazine made a good excuse, but 
aiming high, we secretly hoped to build on 2010’s 
outing of 22nd place. With 24 Minis in our 

“People have been geting quite good, so we put 
some real tough bits in this year...”

Wesley in another Portuguese Moke.

Get out of the way, Moke coming through!
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Pink handprints all down the side!

How many people does it take...?

Modded Equinox LE with a full-length 
Webasto for the sunshine.

Vicky and Jeroen took part in the tricky sport class.

Lovely Dutch Pick-up.
The European rat look is more simplistic 
than ours, or so it would seem. 

Lots of windmills but not so many clogs.

Check out the snow plough!

 Results 
Sport class 
1.  Geert Verdonck and Devriendt 

Christa - 150.5 points

2. Tom Andries and Ruben de 
Lauw – 150.6 points

3. Richard and Margriet Fass –  
170 points

Touristic class 
1.  Wesley Goyvaerts and Tine 

Schepers – 30.6 points

2. Dieter Deschacht and Nils – 
40.4 points

3.  Peel Annelies and Ramses Lava 
– 50.5 points

17. Stephen Colbran and Chris 
Rummins – 110.5 points 

Stephen and Caroline came over from Sussex 
for the weekend.

class, the pressure was on to avoid total 
embarrassment. The lunch stop was a good 
chance to check out the other Minis, and there 
were some good looking machines taking part 
despite the slightly messy roads and occasional 
off-road sections. It was perfect territory for the 
Moke though, with its more supple ride and open 
sides. After lunch was more of the same – great 
roads, tricky navigation and even a stop-off for 
the passenger to try their hand at throwing a ball 
into buckets from their car. It was mad but we 
love quirky touches on Euro Mini events, just 
like the jumbo sacks of onions and potatoes 
eventually awarded to the rally winners. With 
the sides removed on the Moke, the tennis ball 
pit stop was ours for the taking. 

At the end of the day it was back to the El 
Gringo restaurant start point for a tasty chicken 
and chips dinner, where we sadly had to make a 
quick exit to catch our ferry. Unfortunately we 
then missed the prize giving, but at least the final 
result wasn’t too shabby for team Mini Magazine 
– 17th in class. OK so we did accumulate almost 
four times the penalty points of the class 
winners, but it was a victory all the same. 

Reckon you can do better? It wouldn’t be 
difficult, but why not find out for sure on 
September 20, 2015, for Polderroute Part 8 – it 
makes a great Mini weekender. For more 
information on Belgian Minis on Tour, and to 
check out Wesley’s impressive Mini photo 
gallery, visit www.belgianminisontour.be. 

“There were great roads with tricky navigation 
and good looking machines taking part...”

road Trip
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November 24-26
 NZ Mini Nationals 
Organised by the Mini Car Club of Auckland, 
this event features a show ‘n’ shine, speed 
event, gymkhana and Mini exhibitions. It 
takes place at the Mt Smart Stadium in 
Penrose, Auckland. 
www.minis-auckland.org.nz

January 11 2015
Wirral to Llandudno
Wirral Minis’ annual run from the Wirral to 
Llandudno in Wales, via the precipitous 
Great Orme route. The event is free, 
although there’s a small charge for a run 
plaque. Weather permitting most cars will 
take the new scenic route.
www.wirralminis.com

January 24-25 2015
Mini Winter Rally 
Mini Club Romand’s fantastic annual Mini 
rally event, held on the snowy mountain 
roads of Switzerland. All types of Minis take 
part, even Mokes! 
mini-winter-rally.blogspot.co.uk

January 25 2015
British Mini Fair
Massive indoor Mini event taking place at 
Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County 
Showground, near Stafford. Expect all the 
usual attractions, including over 100 Mini 
specialists, Mini jumble and Pride of 
Ownership display, plus a ‘Simply Redz’  
Mini display, and the Win a Mini raffle.
www.britishminiclub.co.uk 

February 1 2015
WMS New Year Gathering
Westcountry Mini scene’s New Year bash, 
taking place at the Route 5 Diner at 
Haldon Hill,  near Exeter
www.wcminiscene.co.uk

Events

March 1 2015
WMS Somerset Gathering
Westcountry Mini scene’s Somerset meet, 
taking place at the Haynes Motor Museum 
in Sparkford, near Yeovil. 
www.wcminiscene.co.uk

March 29 2015
WMS Devon Gathering
The first of two Westcountry Mini scene 
Devon Gatherings takes place at Captain 
Jaspers, Sutton Harbour, Plymouth
www.wcminiscene.co.uk

March 29 2015
Brooklands Mini Day 
The season begins here! Great outdoor Mini 
event at the Brooklands Museum in Surrey. 
Attractions include traders, autojumble, 
clubs stands and more, plus museum 
access. 
www.brooklandsmuseum.com 

April 3-6 2015
Silly Mini Weekend
Fun packed Mini weekender taking place at 
Crealy Adventure Park, Powderham Castle 
and Dawlish Warren. The theme for the 
event is Psychedelic ‘60s. 
www.sillyminis.com 

April 19 2015
Lincoln BIG Mini Day
Annual Trent Valley MOC bash at Brayford 
Wharf, Lincoln. Minis on display from 8am 
for a 10am start on a first come, first served 
basis. 
www.trentvalleymoc.co.uk 

May 15-17 2015
 Charity camping weekender
Morecambe Bay Mini Club’s annual fun-
packed weekender for all ages, in aid of Help 
for Heroes and held at Gibraltar Farm, 
Silverdale, Lancashire. Attractions include a 

Mini run, treasure hunt ,competitions, 
children’s activities, quizzes, charity raffle 
and auction.
www.morecambebayminiclub.co.uk 

May 17 2015
 London to Brighton Run 
The daddy of all runs takes place for the 
30th time.  It begins at Crystal Palace Park, 
with camping available on the Saturday 
Night, before finishing with a static show on 
Brighton’s Madeira Drive featuring trade 
stands, concours and other attractions. 
www.london-to-brighton.co.uk

May 21-25 2015
 IMM 2015 
The International Mini Meeting moves to the 
north east of Lithuania for 2015, held on the 
Greater Island of Lake Zarasas. The event 
theme is ‘creativity’.

May 24 2015
 Durham Mini Show 
At North East Restoration Club, Washington, 
Tyne and Wear. All Minis are welcome.
www.durhamminiclub.co.uk

July 31 - August 2
 Cambridge Mini Chill 
A lazy weekend of barbecues,  local bands 
and Minis, taking place at Marley Eternit 
Social Club in Meldreth, Hertfordshire. Entry 
is £5 per person, with proceeds to charity.
07852198529
knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

August 16 2015
Mini in the Park
Brilliant Mini event taking place at Santa Pod 
raceway. Camping and entertainment on 
Saturday night, followed by traders, club 
displays, live arena, dragstrip action and 
more on Sunday. 
www.minishow.co.uk 

Book your Mini activities with our comprehensive Mini show guide!

RegulaR Mini events

Ace Café Mod ‘n’ Mini Night
Visit the iconic Ace Café on London’s North 
Circular on the first Thursday of every 
month.
www.ace-cafe-london.com

West Midlands Mini Nights
Taking place on the second Friday of every 
month at the Sketchley Bar in Weir Lane, 
Lower Wick, Worcester.
www.westmidlandminishow.co.uk

Trent Valley Mini Nights
On the first Friday of each month from May 
to September at The Red Lion, Redbourne.
www.trentvalleymoc.co.uk

H Cafe Mini Meets
Taking place on the second Thursday of each 
month from March until early autumn at the H 
Cafe, Oxford Road,
Dorchester-on-Thames. 
www.h-cafe.co.uk

September 13 2015
National Mini Show
Long-running annual event at Stanford Hall, 
near Lutterworth. Includes concours, club 
displays, trade stands and autojumble. 
www.miniownersclub.co.uk 

October 25 2015
WMS Devon Gathering
The second of Westcountry Mini scene’s 
Devon Gatherings, again at Sutton Harbour, 
Plymouth
www.wcminiscene.co.uk

May 12-16 2016
 IMM 2016 
Mini Fun Club Belgium will host the 2016 
International Mini Meeting at Kristalpark 
near Lommel. This is set to be a traditional 
IMM, with added Belgian beer and 
chocolate. Search for IMM 2016 - Belgium 
for more information. 

Minis will tackle the 
Great Orme on the 
Wirral to Llandudno 
Run on January 11.

get listed
Email us at  

minimag@futurenet.com or visit our website  www.minimag.co.uk
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LettersLetters

A-grade coffee
I thought you might like this coffee 
table I’ve just finished making out of a 
998 A-Series, which came out of my 
Aussie ‘77 Clubman when I upgraded 
to a 1380. I built by ripping out all the 
heavy internals and using the main 
cap bolts to secure it some square 
hollow section. I then sourced some 
tempered glass and built the top 
support to size. It’s illuminated with 
four LED bulbs powered by a small 
12-volt battery with an on/off switch, 
while the castors are rated at 40kg 
each so the whole assembly rolls 
along smoothly. 

Justin Fidge

That’s very impressive work, 
Justin. Has any one else made 
their household furniture out of 
redundant Mini parts?

New ink
Thanks for printing pictures for my 
Issigonis AD015 drawing tattoos in 
your October issue. I thought I’d 
better follow up by sending you the 
latest Mini-related inkings, an Austin 
and Morris logo, one on each calf. The 
artwork for these came from I Say 
Ding Dong Ltd (www.isaydingdong.
co.uk) and the tattoos were again 
done by the very talented Charlotte 
Ross at Aurora Tattoo in Lancaster.
Jon from up North.

We admire your dedication! Can 
anyone else top Jon’s inked  
devotion to Minis?

Start ‘em young
This is a picture of my grandson Finley 
Knight, one of Wessex Mini Owners 
Club’s younger members. He’s two 
years old and already into his Minis. 
He can’t wait to join his ‘Grumps’, 
Mum and Dad, Uncle Robin and 
Auntie Katie on some local runs 
around Southampton area!

Rob Molineaux

We throughly approve of his 
educational reading material!

And younger...
This is our son Arthur, whose first Mini 
show was Mini in the Park in 2013 
when he was just a babe in arms. As 
you can see, now he’s 18 months old, 
he has progressed to reading David 
Vizard’s Tuning the A-Series Engine 
book. We’re thinking that the Haynes 
Manual is going to make a terrific 
bedtime story book because he’s 
going to love the pictures.
Sam and Matt Pinnington.

Has he calculated your optimum 
compression ratio yet? 

Space saver
Well let’s be honest....it is called 
a Mini after all....
Jeff Robinson, via Facebook. 

Even the Ford ‘Fiesta with  
a hat’ Fusion looks big  
in comparison!

Justin’s awesome coffee table. 

Do you know where this Mini is?

Find my old Mini
I know this might be a needle in a 
haystack type of question, but I 
wonder if anyone could help in trying 
to find my old 1989 Austin Mini. I sold 
it in 2010 to a 16-year-old lad whose 
dad brought it for him. It’s still taxed 
and MoT’d according to the DVLA, so 
I’m hopeful someone is looking out 
for it. It was the first car I brought 
myself, and the worst thing I ever did 
was to sell it!
Rowan Chilton 

Are you the owner of Rowan’s 
former Mini? Let us know and 
we’ll pass on any messages. 

Spooky Mini
Hi Mini Magazine. My wife Mary 
carved this Mini pumpkin this out for 
Halloween, and I thought I’d share. 
Fraser Love, via Facebook. 

Great effort. We tried similar, but 
it ended up looking more like the 
holes in Jeff’s floorpan...

Finley is already a Mini fan. 

More Mini tatoos for Jon. 

Arthur swots up on tuning. 

Jeff’s Mini standing its ground. 

Mary’s amazing pumpkin. 

http://www.isaydingdong.co.uk
http://www.isaydingdong.co.uk
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Call free and speak to a UK based impartial expert.

We review over 6,000 deals from the topUK providers to find
the right one for you.

Our experts do the hardwork, answer your questions and even
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Your minis
Your Minis Send ‘Your Minis’ pictures to 

minimag@futurenet.co.uk

■ I bought my first car, a damaged 1965 Mini Traveller for 
£65 which needed a 'bit' of repairing. I had great fun 
thrashing it around everywhere, but it wasn't the coolest 
car to own at 17 so after only a year it was sold and I went 
down the Cortina route. 
Fast forward 42 years and now I have the Mini I really 
wanted. It's the result of a two-and-a-half year 
restoration, with the help of my son Adam, who wanted a 
Triumph GT6 but it wouldn't fit in the garage (too long and 
I couldn't open my beer fridge!). Luckily for me he was 
keen on doing a Mini as well, a plan was hatched and this 
is the result - a completely stripped and rebuilt 93 Mini 
Mayfair repainted in Nissan 350Z Graphite. Happy days.

Worth the Wait
Name: Clive Watson
Model: Mini Mayfair
Location: Heathrow area

Name: Lydia Clarke
Car: Mini Equinox
Location: Essex
I’m Lydia, aged 11 and I’ve been learning to drive in a 
classic Mini since I was just 10 and a half. I asked 
family friend John Collins if I could have a go in his 
Mini, and he said yes, if he could find a private road.

He found me an old airfield and I started learning 
in his 1970 Mini Clubman. I got the hang of the Mini 
after a few lessons although the gears were a bit 
stiff. I even got to drive it on my own once.

One day I found out that John had bought 

another later Mini, which I have named Abbs. He 
lets me drive this one as well, saying, “you’ll find 
the gears a lot easier.”

He tells me it’s an Equinox with belts in the 
back so my little brother can come along as well. 
My mum came along on the next trip to the 
airfield to video me driving, which I’m hoping will 
earn me a special badge in my Scout Troop.

John said he’d put the Mini in the magazine in 
my name, but he had one more surprise – my own 
personal number plate for the pictures! Some of 
my school friends didn’t believe I could drive – 
they do now!

young driver   

Lydia has been learning to drive in a classic Mini since she was only 10!

WinnerEach month’s Star Mini winner receives a £50 voucher to spend with Minispeed!

Clive and Adam have restored this 1993 Mini 
to a brilliant standard. 

mailto:minimag@futurenet.co.uk
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Your minis

CommerCial gains
Name: Alex Docherty and Lynne Punton
Car: Austin Minivan
■  I purchased this restored 1972 Austin Minivan in March 2013 as a 
joint 50/50 adventure with my best friend, Lynne, who I met five years 
ago through a conversation at work involving Minis! This is Lynne's first 
classic Mini and my 10th, excluding my BMW MINI Clubman S. The 
transport company we used to deliver the van used a static caravan 
haulage trailer, which made it look very small. 

The van was restored by a previous owner, and we have a 
photographic album detailing the whole transformation. We contacted 
DVLA to trace the history and found out it was originally owned by the 
Greater London Council (GLC) Transport Division from 1972 to 1980.

A few upgrades include new SPAX dampers and 7.5 inch disc brakes, 
and we have switched the standard steel wheels for a set of nicely-
refurbished OEW Dunlop reverse rims wrapped in Yokohama A032R 
tyres. Under the bonnet there's a rebuilt and modified 998cc engine 
with twin carbs, and it also has a Maniflow exhaust system.

The interior features a OEW colour coded 100mph Cooper centre 
binnacle, and magic wand gearstick. Custom door cards and dash lining 
are embroidered with cream stitching, while newly refurbished saloon 
seats replace the Cobra buckets that were fitted. Lynne wanted a small 
tribute to her late father Eric, so we added an 'Esso oil drop waving man' 
rear window sticker and a restored '60s AA grille badge. It's subtle 
touches like these that make the van special to her. She has memories 
of her father owning a 1960s model with pull string door handles.

■  Here's my 1993 Mini, which I purchased in pretty good condition. 
Much of the  had been done, including new wings, new front panels, 
inner sills, outer sills, A-panels, A-posts, front floor pans, a new heel 
board, a boot floor and a new powder-coated rear subframe. 

I had the car transported to a bodyshop where it had a strip down 
and repaint in a custom metallic red, which has a really nice copper 
metallic shine in the sunlight. The bodyshop also blended Sportpack 
arches, and relocated the side repeaters relocated to the A-panel. 

The exterior has had lots of work; everything is pretty much new 
including a fibreglass bonnet, new chrome grill and surrounds, new 
headlights, spot lights, indicator units, bullet mirrors and chrome 
handles. It's also got a smoothed bootlid and new hinges, plus new 
window rubbers and inserts, wiper arms and windscreen washers, a 
centre fog light and new rear lights. Opening rear windows have been 
added to replace the original sealed ones, too.  

Inside, the dash and steering cowling that have been colour-coded 
to match the exterior, with a new headliner, seats and doorcards in 
black. The steering wheel is removable, and there's a new Bluetooth 
head unit with speakers in a stealth shelf under the rear seat and in 
door pods. New 13-inch wheels with Yokohama tyres have been added 
too, and there's also a twin exhaust, which sounds great!

Custom style
Name: Richard Trendell 
Model: Mini 1275
Location: Nottinghamshire

The metalwork had been 
done when Richard bought 
his Mini, but now he's 
finished it off beautifully. 

Lynne standing beside the immaculate Minivan at a parade. 



on the job

S
ome iconic movies continue to
have a lasting effect on viewers,
even several decades after their
release. Quadrophenia, for
example, prompted the Mod

revival back in 1979, and there can be no
denying the ripple we are still experiencing
from The Italian Job. Matt Stockdale is one
of the many people who credits the film not
only with inspiring his love for the Mini,
but also his desire to travel across mainland
Europe and beyond.

Matt started the current rebuild of his

Mini after spotting a small hole in the
doorstep, which in typical fashion turned
into a complete rebuild requiring just about
every panel to be either repaired or
replaced. This was the start of a steep
learning curve for Matt, but with a deadline
looming, he enrolled the help of local Mini
specialists Mini Preservation to complete
the repairs and apply some much needed
paint. As is often the case that deadline has
long since passed and the car is still a little
way off being finished, but he's hopeful that
it shouldn’t be long now.

With his love for long-distance jaunts in
mind, Matt has made a few upgrades in the
engine department to help to ensure that
journeys are as trouble free as possible. The
main change has been to remove the stock
ignition set-up in favour of the ever-popular
Megajolt, a programmable ignition system
that does away with the stock distributor. It's a
digital DIY solution that can be fully mapped
to give reliable, optimum power, and should
also mean that one of the most common Mini
maladies is a thing of the past. “No more wet
dizzy caps for me!” says Matt.

Matt Stockdale's interest in Minis stemmed from The Italian
Job movie, and now he plans to use his rebuilt Mini
Mayfair for a few long-distance trips of his own. Words Jon Betts

Photography Alisdair Cusick

One towatch
on the job
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on the job

Get feAtured
Send photos of your pr

oject to

jeff.ruggles@kelseym
edia.com

or visit our website

www.minimag.co.uk

"Me and my best mate Glenn go for
jaunts across europe for various charities
under the guise of team Sombrero..."

project profile

the owner
nAMe:Matthew Sto

ckdale

AGe: 31
oCCupAtion:Mac

hine operator

LoCAtion: Boston,
Lincs

the CAr:
CAr: 1985Mini May

fair

StArt Condition
: A thumb sized hole

in the doorstep

Conditionnow: Every panel apart fr
om the roof has been

repaired or replaced

tiMe tAken So fA
r: 7 months

eStiMAted tiMeo
f CoMpLetion: Am

atter of weeks

MAXIMISE
ENGINE
PERFORMANCE

®

WATERLESS ENGINE COOLANTS

• www.evanscoolants.co.uk • facebook.com/EvansCoolants
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theMegajolt ignition. Me andmy best mate Glenn go
for jaunts across Europe for various charities under the
guise of Team Sombrero! So far the highlights include
nearly understeering into the barriers on the
Nürburgring and cruising down the Stelvio Pass in the
bright sunshine. Hopefully there will bemanymore
highlights to come once the car is finished.

howdid you go about fitting theMegajolt?
I bought it second-hand from a mate and spent a few
hours sorting it all out when I got it home. I used
some of the maps available online and then took it
down to Sleaford Mini Centre to have it set up
properly on the rolling road.

do you have any further plans for the car in the
engine department?
I would love to put a seven-port head on it when funds
allow. Until then the ported 12G940will just have to do!
I run twin HIF38's too, whichmake people stop and
look at shows as there are no external floats, and I
believe theywere never factory-fitted to theMini. Mine
are from anMGB but put onto aMini manifold with
custom linkages that I mademyself. I have also fitted
an alloy radiator for better cooling as the old onewas
well past its best and likely to be the original. It didn’t
help that it was also full of body filler!

whowould you like to thank?
My long suffering girlfriend Laura who allowedme to
spend sixmonths working on theMini in the back
garden andwaffle on about it constantly. Simon atMini
Preservation (01205 871595) for helpingme finish the
car and putting upwithmy stupid questions. Plus
special thanks tomy friends and family who have
supportedme.

Youmentioned that everypanel hasbeeneither
replacedor repaired,what exactly hasbeendone?
So far it's had new front floorpans, inner sills, outer sills,
a driver’s side rear quarter panel and doorstep, rear
valance and closers, boot floor corners and repairs to
the hinge panel. The passenger side quarter panel and
doorstep have been repaired too, and small patches
have beenmade to the flitches. I also swapped the
doors for ones that weren't completely rotten—I could
get my fingers in between the skins and the frames and
flakes of rust would fall out them every time you shut
them. At the front it's had A-panels, a front panel and
wings, and I brokemywindscreen trying to get it out
only to find the lip on the scuttle was rusty too.

what about themechanical side of things?
I fitted a rear subframe a couple of years ago, but was
disappointedwith it as it was plaguedwith surface
rust, so I've now had it blasted and powder-coated. I
had the radius arms reconditioned by Simon as they
were showing signs of play, and there's new ball joints
on the front. The front subframe has also been cleaned
up and paintedwith Hammerite.

has the engine been rebuilt as well?
I pulled the engine out to refurbish the engine bay, but I
had previously rebuilt themotor on the day of the Royal
Wedding inmymum’s garden, so that didn't need any
work. I wasn’t really interested in thewedding so I just
put someMetallica on and built it all up. It was good
use of a day off work if you askme!

what do you plan to use the car
for when finished?
I love long distance runs, so I’ve built an engine that is
reasonably quick but extremely reliable hence fitting

what got you started on the road
toMini ownership?
I first got interested inMinis fromwatching The Italian
Job as a kid. I had several years of running around in
what can only be described as old sheds, and always
had towork on them at weekends to ensure I could still
get to work the followingweek. As soon as I could
afford it I bought a decent car, but I missed tinkering at
theweekend so I boughtmyself aMini unseen from
eBay, went down to pick it up fromDartford and drove
it all the way back home.

So howdid it go frombeing a road-goingMini to
a full on restoration?
Well, I took it off the road around sevenmonths ago to
repair a thumb sized hole in the door step. This has
since turned into a complete restoration, with just
about every panel apart from the roof needing
replacement or repair.

whatpart of theworkhaveyouenjoyed themost?
I found thewelding to be themost enjoyable part, even
though a blob of weld burnt throughmy hoody and
t-shirt whilst doing the sills! Painting the engine bay
was also good as it was really mucky and untidy.
Tidying up thewiring loom and adding lots of DSN
goodies has also really smartened it up.

has it taken longer than you expected?
I did set myself a deadline of Stanford Hall this year,
but it was looking very tight so I talked my mate
Simon Hall at Mini Preservation into doing the front
end and painting the shell. Needless to say, the
deadline still wasn't met as I decided I didn't want to
rush it and overlook something. It also needed way
more work than I expected!

finished spec
CoLour:Cream
enGine: 1293 rebuilt a few years ago
GeArBox:Rebuilt at the same time
SuSpenSion:Hi-Los on the rear.
BrAkeS:Metro four-pot calliperswith vented disks
interior:Chequer door cardswith black Corbeau classic
bucket seats, black carpets, customRiley Elf dash
wheeLS: 12-inchMambas to get it back on the road, but
have 10-inch banded steelies to go on eventually
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Matt ignored the Royal
Wedding to build this 1293cc
motor instead, which boasts

twin HIF38 carbs and Megajolt.

Cool windscreen peak should add a retro look.

A custom Riley Elf dash will be teamed up
with plenty of chequer trim inside the car.





W
hat kind of Mini owner 

are you? The kind that 

rushes their Mini home 

into a giant garage-bound 

plastic bubble at the mere 

sniff of bad weather, or one that isn’t afraid to 

pitch their pride and joy into a head-on battle 

with the elements? Belonging firmly in the 

latter camp is MkI Morris Cooper owner and 

Mini fanatic, John Mitchell. “I don’t mind 

using it in the rain,” he stresses. “I understand 

the obsession with cleanliness that many 

owners have when competing on the 

concours scene, but I don’t want to be afraid 

to use my car whenever the mood takes me.”

It’s this train of thought that resulted in 

John’s magnificent machine guest starring 

in Channel 4’s recent television series, For 

the Love of Cars. “To my surprise, I was 

approached by one of the show’s 

researchers,” he explains. “They had a 

classic Cooper lined up for filming in 

January of this year, but the weather was 

horrendous and the car’s owner refused to 

allow it to be wheeled out in the wet. This 

left the production team with a fast-

approaching deadline and a distinct lack of 

Mini! I was only too happy to help, and it’s 

my MkI that could be seen with Philip 

Glenister sat behind its steering wheel when 

the series aired in April.”

The episode in question focussed on the 

acquisition, restoration and subsequent 

auction sale of an Almond Green Cooper 

from Ireland (ten points to those of you who 

spotted Mini Magazine’s resident tech guru, 

Keith Calver, making an appearance on your 

tellybox!). As the host of the show, Glenister 

took time out to investigate the social 

Words Dan Furr Photography Chris Wallbank

If John Mitchell’s MkI Morris Cooper looks familiar, then it might 

be because this star of the small screen was recently  

engaged in a televised battle with the elements...

Cooper stAr
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small sCreen star The Mini’s TV appearance on For the Love of Cars saw Life on Mars star Philip Glenister take to the wheel (left) 
for a thrilling drive over Snake Pass (centre). The pic on the right shows him leaving Minidivision in Stockport. 

BUIlD, anD reBUIlD John’s car as new in the 1960s (top left), and as found in Devon back in 1991 (top centre and right). It was rebuilt 
and put back on the road in 1997, but an accident  in 2009 led to another rebuild, and now it’s better than ever!
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“Glenister’s research took place from the confines of  
John’s mkI... over snake Pass in the pouring rain!”



scene associated with each featured model, 
often meeting with owners club members in 
order to gain an insight into scene trends that 
may influence the direction of the project. In 
this instance, his research took place from 
within the confines of John’s MkI... over 
Snake Pass in the pouring rain!

Not that John is any stranger to the hard 
graft involved in a thorough Mini build 
himself. In fact, the very same car that was 
praised as being a fantastic example of a 
surviving MkI Cooper has found itself in a 
state of disrepair on more than one 
occasion. “I bought it as a wreck, and it was 
almost written-off by a fellow road user 
twelve years after I’d painstakingly restored 
it,” he recalls. Needless to say, his is a story 
that involves as many lows as it does highs.

Barn find
We cast our mind back to the summer of 1991 
– a time when the UK was emerging from a 
crippling recession (sound familiar?) and 
Bryan Adams was doing his best to convince 
us that “everything I do, I do it for you.” 
Meanwhile, John’s 19-year-old self was about 
to buy a vehicle advertised as an Old English 
White MkI barn find. “I was already in 

possession of a 1275 GT that I’d put to good 
use as my daily driver, but I was keen to get my 
hands on a decent project car,” he says.

John admits that his mechanical 
expertise was nonexistent, but he was 
excited by the prospect of repatriating a 
classic while gaining spanner-wielding 
knowledge at the same time. Besides, he’d 
hankered after a white MkI for a long time, 
and he wasted no time in hitching a trailer 
to the back of a borrowed truck before 
embarking on the 600-mile round trip from 
his native Manchester to the car’s resting 
place in Devon.

“It was red!” he cries. “I’d travelled all 
that way, only to find that the car had been 
subjected to a paint job at some point in its 
life. I’m still not sure why the owner 
thought that listing its factory colour of Old 
English White was an accurate way to 
describe the shade that I was presented 
with! Regardless of my bewilderment, I was 
reluctant to leave without the Mini that I’d 
driven all that way to collect. Besides, I was 
impressed enough with the rest of the car to 
be convinced of its potential,” 

Manufactured in 1967, John’s new toy 
featured its original engine and gearbox, 

John has proudly owned his Cooper for 23 years. 

A trio of extra lamps emphasise the rally look. 

The original Cooper motor 
has been bored to 1014cc and 

boasts some choice tweaks. 
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“I was reluctant to leave without the mini 
I’d driven all that way to collect...”



but it had been in a state of suspended 
animation since 1984. “The previous owner 
had bought it as a restoration project, but 
spent a long time away from home with the 
Royal Air Force. The car remained 
untouched until I loaded it onto my trailer,” 
he explains.

Nevertheless, it was about to see plenty 
of action thanks to a strip-down that saw it 
reduced to a rolling shell as soon as it was 

parked up at its new home. Sadly, this 
uncovered excessive corrosion around the 
windscreen, rotten inner and outer sills, a 
questionable bulkhead, wings that showed 
signs of slapdash repair work and rear 
quarter panels that were well past their best. 
To make matters worse, the car’s gearbox 
appeared to have suffered some form of 
impact, with a hole in the casing that had 
been patched up with fibreglass! 

rust remedy 
Although he was surprised by the amount 
of remedial work required to get his MkI in 
a roadworthy state, John was determined to 
see the car hit the nation’s highways once 
again. He delivered it to a friend’s bodyshop 
with a request for all new replacement 
panels to be used, and he left instructions 
for an Old English White respray topped by 
a glossy black roof.

“a hole in the gearbox casing had been 
patched up with fibreglass!”

The single upswept Works-style exhaust is joined 
by a period bootlid-mounted reverse lamp. 
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TECH spEC
BoDy 1967 MkI Morris Cooper, all new body panels 
including inner and outer sills, front panel, nearside inner 
wing, rear quarters, rear valance, rear subframe mounting 
panel, rear seat pan, new floor crossmember, doors, bonnet, 
bootlid and boot floor, new bumpers and brightwork, new 
grille, new rear lights, original headlamp surrounds, Lucas 
front spotlamps and rear reversing lamp, clear front 
indicators, vintage RAC badge, BMC rosettes, stick-on front 
numberplate, restored rear registration plate. Paint: full 
respray in Old English White with gloss black roof.

enGIne Cooper A-Series, block rebored +20thou to 
1014cc, Mini Sport camshaft and roller rockers, hardened 
valve seats, duplex timing chain, original coil and dynamo, 
NGK ignition leads, original fuel pump, two-core radiator, 
rebuilt twin SU 1.25-inch carburettors, Maniflow stainless 
steel LCB exhaust manifold, Works-style steel straight-
through exhaust system with single upswept tailpipe. 

transmIssIon Four-speed manual remote-change 
gearbox with central oil pick-up and 3.44 differential, 
replacement clutch and gaskets.

sUsPensIon ‘Dry’ suspension with AVO adjustable 
dampers all round, Hi-Lo adjustable trumpets, painted 
suspension components. 

Brakes Cooper S discs, pads and callipers (front), spacer 
drums (rear), braided hoses and copper brake pipes  
fitted throughout. 

Wheels And Tyres 4.5x10-inch Cooper S wheels 
powder-coated in Old English White, Yokohama A008 
165/70x10 tyres

InterIor Factory seats and headlining, replacement 
carpets, Les Leston three-spoke wood-rim steering wheel, 
Kwik fire extinguisher, standalone Smiths rev counter, 
vintage map reading light.

Meanwhile, the car’s neglected engine 
underwent something of a transformation, 
thanks to a rebore that saw its displacement 
increased to 1014cc. A Mini Sport camshaft, 
hardened valve seats for unleaded fuel, a 
twin core radiator and a Maniflow exhaust 
were added to the parts pile too, while a 
fresh gearbox was drafted in to replace the 
damaged original. 

Wherever possible, John retained and 
refurbished his MkI’s factory-issue trim, 
and he’s proud of the fact that it can still 
boast its standard seats, door cards and 
headlining. “The upholstery isn’t in the best 
condition, but ‘shabby chic’ was a theme 
that my limited budget forced me to adopt,” 
he tells us. “This approach also meant that I 
wasn’t afraid to use the car as my daily 
driver after the sale of my 1275 GT.”

Externally, the car’s look was completed 
with colour-coded Group 2 wheel arches, 
reverse rim steel wheels and a Works-

inspired front end with a quartet of 
spotlamps. The suspension was also revised 
with AVO adjustable dampers and Hi-Los, 
before the Cooper was returned to the road 
in 1997. John used it to ferry him to work 
and back, and he took it to various summer 
shows and automotive get-togethers as the 
years rolled by.

Disaster struck in 2009, however, when 
an unobservant Volkswagen Golf driver 
recklessly ploughed into the back end of the 
car as John sat waiting patiently at a set of 
traffic lights. “I couldn’t believe it,” he gasps. 
“The impact at the rear caused the front end 
to dive into the vehicle ahead of me. Every 
one of my treasured Mini’s body panels 
seemed to be damaged, and I was certain 
that it was beyond repair. Thankfully, 
insurance assessors were a little more 
optimistic, and they offered to settle a claim 
that saw the injured MkI remain in my 
custody,” he grins.

Cool vintage map light adds to the rally feel. switch extenders were a popular period add-on. A few contemporary stickers complete the look. 

Classic fire extingusher mounted inside the door. The Les Leston wood-rim is perfectly at home.

shabby chic maybe, but we love the patina.  

not many Minis of this age 
can still boast their factory 
seats, doorcards and 
headlining, but this one can!
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thanks to:
John would like to thank: “Tim Harber at MiniMail, 
John Williamson for help with the engine and 
gearbox rebuilds (and for showing me the ropes!), 
John and Kevin at Apollo Motors Bury for the 
accident repair work and for their fantastic 
attention to detail, David Fogg at Elton Motor 
Bodies for the excellent paintwork, the Lancs 
region of the Mini Cooper Register for organising 
some awesome events, and to my wife, Tania, for 
her patience over the years (and for tolerating my 
occasional frustrations with the car!).”

second chance
Another trip to the bodyshop followed, and 
a spell on a jig saw the car’s shell 
straightened and its door gaps reopened. 
New exterior panels were fitted in place of 
their damaged predecessors, and the 
opportunity to evaluate the overall 
appearance was taken too. John opted to 
ditch the Group 2 arches, and swapped the 
reverse rims for some powder-coated 
Cooper S rims with their greater positive 
offset. The previously appointed front 
spotlamps were binned in favour of a trio of 
Lucas equivalents (along with a standalone 
rear reversing lamp), and a vintage RAC 
badge was attached to a shiny new grille.

Elsewhere, a new wiring loom was 
added, while a Maniflow LCB was joined by 
a Works-spec centre exit exhaust with a 
cool upswept tailpipe. The original interior 
still remains, but some suitably choice 
additions including a period map light and 
fire extinguisher to complete the pseudo 
weekend rally car look. With some period 
BMC rosettes on the wings and a few choice 
graphics, the freshly-repainted car was back 
on the road and undertaking its duties as 
John’s daily hack a short while later. 

To his horror, a van reversed into the 
nose of John’s now mint MkI prior to its star 
turn on For the Love of Cars. Fortunately, 
the damage was superficial, with another 
set of spotlamps and a duplicate grille all 

that was needed to return his Mini to its 
former glory. It wowed audiences 
thereafter, and amazingly it even attracted 
the attention of its original owner, who 
subsequently enquired about the car’s 
availability for purchase! 

We’re assured that it’s not for sale. But 
more importantly, John confirms that he 
intends to continue using his Cooper 
whenever and wherever he likes – come 
rain or shine! 

Geniune Cooper shell with boot board brackets. 

The car surely deserves its special Tuning rosette.

reverse rims were replaced by Cooper s steels.

“It even attracted the attention  
of its original owner...”
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partners

Like most Mini specialists, Huddersfield Spares has a fair few workhorses amongst  
its fleet. But this Minivan and Pick-up combo are business vehicles with a twist. 
Words Jeff Ruggles Photography Chris Wallbank

CommerCial
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C
ommercial vehicles are an 
essential part of virtually all 
thriving businesses. Not only is a 
van or a pick-up truck an 
essential for transporting stock, 

it can also act as mobile advert for the 
company as it does so. Therefore it should 
come as no surprise that Huddersfield 
Spares has a number of cavernous vans 
amongst its fleet, transporting the firm’s 
various goods to Mini shows all over the 
country. But there are two particular 
commercial vehicles that fly the company 
flag in a completely different way. 

This brilliant matching Minivan and 
Pick-up combo are working vehicles, but 
not as we know it.  Rather than traipsing all 
over the place crammed with stuff as they 
would’ve been in their ‘60s and ‘70s heyday, 
these commercials serve as the ultimate 
demonstration vehicles, showing off the 
company’s products, wowing folk at shows 

and providing an impressive spectacle in its 
Milnsbridge-based showroom. 

Early days
Visiting the firm’s impressive premises, 
you’ll see plenty of cars for sale and a host of 
bolt-on goodies. Yet, chatting to boss 
Andrew Ratcliffe, it soon comes across that 
he has a far deeper involvement in the Mini 
than that. While there’s a number of cars 
that he will part with, there’s several you 
suspect he won’t. And hidden in various 
nooks and crannies is a whole host of rare 
goodies that the casual observer just 
wouldn’t expect to be there. Eight-port 
heads, Cooper S blocks – it’s all here. 

Huddersfield Spares has been officially 
trading since 1992, beginning from Andy’s 
house and expanding ever since. There’s 
even an upstairs area that could be used for 
club meets, and there’s plenty of scope for a 
museum should he want to do it – he’s 

certainly got enough treasure. Even before 
officially starting the business though, Andy 
was heavily involved in the Mini race scene, 
selling competition parts as a hobby. 

The early years were particularly 
dedicated to finding scarce items, with 
Andy able to build up a strong collection of 
rare Minis at the same time. “Back in ‘96, an 
American guy bought my Cooper S,” Andy 
recalls. “At the last minute he asked me to 
put some Sportpack arches on. I refused – 
it’d been my pride and joy for ages. In the 
end he tried to buy all of my Minis. But I 
couldn’t sell the whole lot – I just couldn’t.”

It was actually Andy’s refusal to modify a 
rare example that led to the build of this 
Minivan almost 20 years ago. It began with 
an extremely early Minivan in Marigold (a 
bright orange), which was believed to be the 
first example of its kind. “It had only done 
14,000 miles and was absolutely stunning,” 
says Andy. “A guy asked if we could 
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restore it for him, but I said to him we 
couldn’t cut the wings away for big wheels 
like he wanted. I found this van for him 
instead, but he didn’t come back in the end.”

Nevertheless, Andy decided to continue 
with the project, which turned out to be a 
full-on restoration. The shell was stripped 
and rolled on to its side, before being treated 
to new floors and sills, plus a new saloon-
type front end. It was resprayed in red, and 

then fitted with a bit of Huddersfield Spares 
trademark – big 7x13-inch alloys and wide 
arch extensions. The firm were one of the 
first to sell the popular 7x13 Superlight-type 
wheel, with demand far outstripping supply. 
“Putting wheels and arches on was big 
business,” says Andy. “People would come 
with a standard car, we’d fit the wheels and 
arches, and their old wheels would go in a 
massive stack to be sold on. Of course, now 

it’s cheaper to buy new wheels than to buy 
and refurbish secondhand ones.” 

Mechanically, Andy modestly describes 
the specification as “nothing major,” but it’s 
still enough to provide a considerable 
improvement over standard. A 1275cc A-plus 
engine from a Metro has been tweaked with a 
cone airfilter, LCB and stainless exhaust, while 
the suspension has been treated to adjustable 
trumpets and Gaz dampers. The bigger 

It’s a bit too tidy for trips to the builders’ yard now.

Racy red and black Cobra Clubman buckets inside.

The van was originally completed more 
than 15 years ago, but it’s been changed a 

fair bit since to complement the Pick-up.
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TECH spEC Minivan

Body Minivan, restored with new floors and front end, front 
wings trimmed for 13-inch wheels, Group 6 arches with black 
rubber trim, Evolution Tex Bullet mirrors mounted through 
glass, chrome wipers, MkI Morris Cooper-style grille, clear 
front indicators, Huddersfield Spares and Cobra sign-writing. 
Paint: Solar Red.

EnginE Standard 1275cc A-plus Metro engine with Lucas 
Sports coil, two-piece radiator cowl, cone airfilter, LCB 
manifold and stainless single-box exhaust.

TRansmission Standard four-speed with 3.44:1 final drive.

susPEnsion ’Dry’ suspension with adjustable trumpets 
and Gaz dampers all round.

BRakEs 8.4-inch disc assemblies (front), finned alloy 
drums (rear), servo assisted.

WhEEls and TyReS 7x13 Huddersfield Alleycat wheels 
with 175/50x13 Maxxis Victra tyres.

inTERioR Rover Cooper instrument cluster, charcoal 
wooden dash, late-model top dash rail, black door cards and 
carpets, Cobra Signature Clubman bucket seats in red and 
black vinyl, mock chequer plate load bay lining.

wheels have allowed for a straightforward 
8.4-inch disc brake conversion too, with a 
late-model servo added for assistance. 

PiCk mE uP
“The van was finished 15 years ago, but it’s 
changed a fair bit since,” says Andy. “It was 
actually a different shade of red to what it 
is now, but it didn’t look right so we 
painted it the same colour as the Pick-up, 
which was Solar Red – the nearest late 
colour to Tartan Red.” 

Talking of the Pick-up, that was purchased 
around seven years ago. Unlike the van it had 
already been rebuilt, but Andy wanted to put 
the company stamp on it with his own 
finishing touches. The eagle-eyed amongst 

you may have noticed that this particular 
Pick-up is left-hand-drive, and although it was 
purchased in the UK, it had recently been 
imported. “It came from Germany, from a guy 
who used to work at a Rover garage,” says 
Andy. “It was restored, but I didn’t like the 
wheels and I didn’t like the arches.” 

As a result it now has Huddersfield Spares’ 
own Group 6 arches, which have been 
specifically chosen as they clear the external 
door hinges. And making the most of that 
extra width are 7x13 deep-dish Alleycat rims 
shod with Yokohama A539 tyres. It’s a 
combination that really suits the red paint, 
so it’s no surprise the van now wears 
matching wheels and arches too. 

Of course, much of these Minis’ appeal 

comes with their matching appearance. 
They often go to shows on a double trailer, 
and aside from the obvious difference in 
body shape, there’s not a great deal to 
separate them externally. The Pick-up has 
front bumper overriders and corner bars, 
different mirrors, side repeaters and a Morris 
bonnet badge, but other than that, they’re 
virtually identical. 

skin dEEP
Under the skin however, there’s a little more 
scope for variation. The Pick-up’s motor is a 
touch more exotic than the standard 1275cc 
unit fitted to the van. Based on an A-plus 
engine, it’s been bored to 1293cc and features 
a balanced bottom end, lightened steel 
flywheel,  Stage 3 big-valve head and Cooper 
S forged rockers. Fuelling is courtesy of twin 
1.75-inch SU carburettors, and there’s an 
LCB manifold and RC40 exhaust system too. 
The gearbox is a Metro Turbo item with 

Charcoal dash has Rover Cooper clocks fitted.

andy’s not so keen to show the van’s 
engine bay off, but it’s still tidier than 
most. Upgrades are planned...
 
 
 
 

Jeff and andy chat Minis in the firm’s showroom.

Italian Job-inspired trio sir? not a problem... new goodies nestle alongside rare collectables.

Some seriously powerful Minis are on display.
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on it with his own finishing touches...”



a neat tonneau cover unclips to reveal an immaculate load bay.

The Pick-up was bought in the UK, but 
was restored in Germany by an ex-Rover 
employee. It’s still left-hand-drive, too.

The Pick-up has a neat wooden dash and wood-rim steering wheel... ...plus these neat Cobra Le Mans seats.

Cool chrome mirrors are very retro, and suit the Pick-up perfectly.
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TECH spEC Mini piCk-up

Body Pick-up restored in Germany, Group 6 arches 
with black rubber trim, classic-style chrome mirrors, 
MkI Morris Cooper-style grille, Morris bonnet badge, 
front bumper overriders and corner bars, chrome 
wipers, tonneau cover for load bay, clear front indicators 
and side repeaters, Huddersfield Spares and Cobra sign-
writing. Paint: Solar Red.

EnginE A-plus bored to 1293cc, balanced bottom end, 
lightened steel flywheel, Stage 3 big-valve head, Cooper 
S forged rockers, steel-bladed fan, finned aluminium 
rocker cover, twin 1.75-inch SU carbs, twin cone 
airfilters, LCB manifold, RC40 exhaust, stainless brake 
fluid reservoir cover, coil cover and coil bracket.

TRansmission Four-speed Metro Turbo gearbox 
with 3.15:1 final drive.

susPEnsion ’Dry’ suspension with adjustable 
trumpets and Spax dampers all round, rose-jointed 
bottom arms, adjustable tie-rods. 

BRakEs 7.5-inch Cooper disc assemblies (front), finned 
alloy drums (rear), servo assisted.

WhEEls and TyReS 7x13 Huddersfield Alleycat 
wheels with 175/50x13 Yokohama A539 tyres.

inTERioR  Centre speedo in wooden dash, vinyl- 
covered top dash rail, wood-rim steering wheel, black 
doorcards and carpets, Cobra Le Mans seats in red and 
black vinyl, mock chequer plate load bay lining.

helical gears, with a 3.15:1 final drive to 
ensure it’s a decent all-rounder. 

There are mild differences in the 
suspension and braking department too. 
The Pick-up runs on smaller 7.5-inch Cooper 
S disc assemblies up front, although both are 
fitted with ally finned drums at the rear. It 
also has Spax dampers as opposed to Gaz, 
along with adjustable tie-rods and trick rose-
jointed bottom arms. 

They’re also rather different inside. The 
van features a line-of-sight instrument cluster 
from a Rover Cooper, a full-width Charcoal-
coloured wooden dash and a modern-looking 
steering wheel, while the Pick-up is an 
altogether more traditional affair with its 
classic centre speedo, Riley Elf-style walnut 

dash and wood-rim steering wheel. And 
though both are fitted with Cobra seats in the 
same trim pattern, the van has fixed Clubman 
buckets while the Pick-up gets neat Le Mans 
recliners(although they obviously can’t 
recline!). Huddersfield Spares retails a wide 
range of Cobra Signature seats in exclusive 
trim patterns and packages, so the two Minis 
are ideal for Andy to demonstrate the 
different options to customers.

EvEr Evolving
And that really sums up the point of these 
two cars.  They catch the eye as a pair, but 
they can also showcase various different 
options when it comes to upgrades. In the 
future they will no doubt evolve further, as 

fashions change within the Mini scene. 
These examples lean towards the more 
custom end of the market, but a glance 
around the showroom reveals chunky 
13-inch wheeled Minis sharing space with 
rare Cooper and Cooper S models, and even 
a humble Russet Brown Mini 1000. And 
while the bolt-on parts will always play a 
huge part, Andy is returning to his roots by 
adding more refurbished parts to the project 
range, plus ready-built items such as fully-
assembled and powder-coated subframes.                                            

But before there are any changes made 
to the van and Pick-up, Andy has a new toy 
to play with – and a third addition to his 
f leet of Mini commercials. Well, that’s a bit 
of a loose description, as it’s actually a 
Mini Moke – a car that was originally 
intend for the commercial market but was 
never classified as such. And with its 1380 
engine and low stance, this one couldn’t 
really be further removed from your 
typical tabloid-stuffed-behind-the-
windscreen hack. It’s also not much good 
for carrying things, but like the other two, 
it’s red, has exceedingly large wheels and is 
really good fun. Yep,  working with this 
little lot must be a real chore... 

  andy is keener to show-off 
the Pick-up’s engine bay, which 
houses a tweaked 1293 motor.

Morris badge and grille combo for the Pick-up. Both Minis roll on chunky 7x13-inch alleycat rims.

andy’s new Moke at a soggy Mini in the Park. 
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After a 20-break from the Mini scene, Kevin Taylor has masterminded the 
restoration of a car that’s very special in more ways than one –  
thanks in no small part to some very good friends. 
Words Jeff Ruggles Photography Gerard Hughes

Supply &
demand
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S
ome Mini enthusiasts are blessed 
with the most extraordinary 
restoration skills. They’ll think 
nothing of tackling even the most 
hapless of basket cases, 

transforming them from no-hopers into 
gleaming trophy winners. For the rest of us 
mere mortals its tantamount to a form of 
black magic, and leaves us with little in the 
way of choice. We either struggle along in 
the hope of doing a good job ourselves, or 
put our trust in someone who’s got the 
necessary experience. 

Unless you’re a quick learner or just 
incredibly lucky, a visit to a specialist Mini 
restorer is always likely to yield a better 
result. But in many cases this can be quite a 
detached process, where your beloved Mini 
disappears for long periods with little more 
than a few fuzzy camera phone pics to 
accompany the job. That might suit some 
owners, but not Kevin Taylor. Despite a self-
confessed lack of skills, he wasn’t about to 
sit about twiddling his thumbs while his 
tired Mini 1100 Special underwent its 
resurrection. Instead he’s been there every 
step of the way, appreciating first-hand just 
how much works goes into a Mini build of 
this quality, and making a few new mates 
along the way. 

Back in the fold
Kevin describes himself as the classic 
40-something bloke who’s returned to the 
Mini scene after a long time away. “My first 
was a 1979 black Mini 850 SDL,” he says. My 
granddad worked at the old Beans 
Engineering factory in the Black Country, 
so we got a discount - £2000 I think it cost. I 
also had a yellow one; my dog used to make 
a mess in the company car so I bought the 
Mini just so I could take the dog for a walk. I 
used to get the petrol nicked pretty much 
every day where I lived...

“The Special is my seventh Mini, but 
there’s been over 20 years since the last 
one,” Kevin continues. “I had a Midget for 
years and years, so that kind of took over 
for a while. It was thanks to my mate Will 
that I got back into Minis really.” Well-
known to the Mini Magazine team, Will 
was a school friend of our photographer - 
and former editor - Gerard Hughes.  
Amongst other projects the pair are 
currently restoring Will’s ultra-rare 1990s 
Downton GT – a tribute to the fastback 
Broadspeed cars of the ‘60s.

Keen to find something interesting, 
Kevin found the Special advertised at a 
dealer in Stourbridge.  Launched to mark 
the Mini’s 20th anniversary in 1979 and 
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THe BUILd
The car looked tidy enough beforehand, but the roof 
especially was hiding horrors. Kevin’s pal Dave Webb 
fully stripped the car, replaced all the corroded 
metalwork - including that roof - before repainting it 
inside and out. It was rebuilt with a mixture of new 
and refurbished parts, plus a fresh vinyl roof. 

billed as the most lavishly-equipped 
production Mini ever, the 1100 Special was 
the only UK-built round-nose Mini to 
feature the 1098cc engine. With a host of 
neat extras it proved to be a real hit, and an 
impressive 5100 Rose and silver examples 
were eventually produced. However, 
survivors – and the unique parts that were 
fitted – are now very rare. The general 
consensus is that fewer than 20 silver 
examples remain. 

Before parting with the cash for this one, 
Kevin did a search through the forums and 
ended up having a long conversation about 
the car with one of the previous owners, 
Paul Jeffries, who bought the Special back in 
March 2011. “The guy I bought it off had 
stored the car for five years in a barn,” Paul 
tells us. “It was on eBay, and we agreed on 
£750 for him to end the auction early. He 
brought it round the next week on his 
trailer, saying he’d had about 30 emails 
afterwards offering him silly money for it.”

During his ownership, Paul spent much 
of his time trying to get the car back to 
original. “There was over six months trying 

to find a Sundym front windscreen for it,” 
he says. “Then there was the knackered 
driver’s seat. I got in touch with a guy up in 
Scotland who had another trim set, and 
because he was coming down anyway, he 
put it in his car and delivered it to me.”

Not much was done to the bodywork at 
this stage, but Paul did go to town on the 
engine. “It was tired, so I re-honed the bores 
and rebuilt it with a Cooper head, 266 
camshaft, refurbished twin 1.25-inch SUs 
and a GT close-ratio gearbox with straight-
cut drop gears. It made 74 bhp, with 60 at 
the wheels.” 

a SpecialiSt joB
Sadly, in between Paul selling the car and 
Kevin buying it, the car had been somewhat 
neglected. It still looked tidy enough, but 
would definitely need a patch in the boot. 
And as it tuned out, a chance encounter 
would unearth the perfect man for the job – 
Dave Webb. It’s fair to say that Dave and his 
wife Ruth know their way around Minis, 
with their beautifully-restored Innocenti 
Cooper the first ever Italian-built example 

Throughout the build, 
the emphasis has been 
on keeping the original 
appearance - it’s like 
stepping back into 1979!
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to win the prestigious Beaulieu Cup at the 
National Mini Cooper Day. Not only that, 
but like Kevin they’re also from the West 
Midlands, and quickly became friends. “I 
had my car on show at Stanford and Kevin 
came over to talk to us, asking where I was 
from,” Dave recalls. ‘The comment was 
‘you’ve never driven that here’ and it sort of 
escalated from there...”

And escalate it did. In the end Dave had 

to replace the floorpans, which had been 
bodged over the old ones, plus the complete 
boot floor, the mounting points and 
strengthening plates for the rear 
suspension, both inner arches, the rear 
valance and closing panels, the boot hinge 
panel, heelboard, sills, A-panels, A-posts, 
scuttle and front end. He also repaired the 
tops and bottoms of the quarter panels, the 
bulkhead and the front damper mounts, as 
well as fixing the door bottoms and 
replacing the skins. “I think the most 
impressive part is probably where the 
eyeball events go into the body,” says Kevin. 
“He made it all out of a flat piece of steel. 
And the gutters as well.” 

Hold on, gutters? Yep, there was also the 
small matter of replacing the vast majority 
of the roof structure. The 1100 Special is 
known for its quintessentially ‘70s vinyl 
roof, but a lack of factory paint under the 
material means moisture can get trapped 

and rot the metalwork. “The vinyl was the 
only thing that held the roof together,” Dave 
tells us. “We started to drill out the spot 
welds for the roofskin, but we soon realised 
the drip rails were shot as well, so we 
thought we might as well cut the whole lot 
off. By this point I could see the colour was 
visibly draining out of Kevin, but I was able 
to knock up replacements and weld them 
back on.”

“That was probably the most expensive 
aspect,” adds Kevin.  The time for Dave to 
cut the old roof off, put the new one on, and 
it’s got to absolutely right. Then to put the 
vinyl on it, and get the roof lining in. The 
new vinyl came from Maurice Linton at 
Moss Trimming in Tipton. It’s very good; 
it’s the right material, the right stitching and 
the joins are in the right place. It’s probably 
been a grands-worth of cost to end up 
looking like it did before!” 

The reproduction stripes are from Sticky Fingers. 

The Special grille badge is a new old stock item. The Exacton wheels have been fully refurbished. 

The original 1098cc motor 
has been rebuilt and tuned 
to contemporary Special 
Tuning specification. 
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Remarkably, Dave was even able to 
tackle the paintjob in the confines of his 
single garage – with stunning results. The 
car is now resplendent in its original shade 
of silver, both inside and out, and 
underneath. “It seems wrong to have carpet 
over it inside,” jokes Kevin. “The thing I am 
most pleased with is the boot. It’d had a 
rattle can paint job at some point, so even 
the battery was covered in silver paint. That 

was the biggest change, because it’s 
absolutely perfect in there now.”

originality queSt
There’s no doubt that Kevin could’ve saved 
a few quid by simply having the roof 
painted rather than recovered with vinyl for 
example, but that wasn’t the point. “There 
are so many cases where the Special was the 
first Mini to have a certain part, so you’ve 
got to try and maintain that originality, 
which has been the theme for what we’ve all 
tried to do with the car,” he says. 

This meant Kevin has to be clever when 
fitting the car up, using a mixture of 
refurbished parts and new items. “We were 
quite disciplined, as there was no point 
putting rusty stuff back on,” says Kevin. 
“There’s been a lot of late nights in the 
garage, cleaning up, polishing and painting, 
but I’ve enjoyed that – it’s quite satisfying.” 
New items, meanwhile, included the grille, 
the carpet and the headlining, amongst 
others. “I felt a bit like the supply chain 
manager, in terms of all the fetching and 
carrying,” Kevin continues. “Every other 
day I was going to Mini Spares in Oldbury 
for something – John there is excellent.”

Unfortunately, some of the Special’s 
unique parts were too far gone to rescue, 
and couldn’t be bought new either. Paul had 
already replaced some of the interior trim, 
but by now it was looking shabby again.  “I 

With its tweaked motor the car 
doesn’t hang about, and thanks 
to the straight-cut drop gears, 

you can sure hear it coming!

Unique 1100 Special centre console, with its clock, 
radio and cigarette lighter. Now that’s plush!

Proud owner Kevin now has what surely must be 
one of the best 1100 Specials remaining. 

Simple Leyland ‘bath plug’ badge on the bonnet. 

This badge is the correct one for a UK 1100 Special. Superb boot area is one of Kevin’s favourite features. 
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THankS To:
“Dave and Ruth Webb, for the knowledge, patience 
and endless tea, Paul Jeffries, Maurice Linton at 
Moss Trimming and John Erra at Mini Spares.”

TECH spEC
Body 1979 Mini Special fully restored with complete 
boot floor, mounting points and strengthening plates for 
the rear suspension, inner arches, rear valance and 
closing panels, boot hinge panel, heelboard, sills, 
floorpans, doorskins, A-panels, A-posts, scuttle, front 
end and roofskin. Repaired quarter panels, inner wings 
and damper mounts, door bottoms and roof gutters, new 
vinyl roof, new grille, new old stock grille badge, correct 
‘Mini 1100’ bootlid badge, reproduction side stripes, grey 
washer jets, rechromed bumpers. Fully repainted in 
original metallic silver.

enGIne Original 1098cc A-series block, re-honed, new 
piston rings, crank reground, new big end and main shells, 
Kent 266 camshaft, competition cam followers, Duplex 
timing chain kit with modified backplate, 12G295 Cooper 
big-valve cylinder head with new valve guides and valve 
seats recut, Kent VS2 double valve springs, rebuilt twin SU 
HS2 carbs on Cooper inlet, Cooper S airbox, Maniflow 
Cooper Freeflow exhaust manifold, RC40 twin box exhaust 
system. Power: 60bhp at the wheels.

TRanSmISSIon 22G1832 gearbox casing, chemically 
cleaned and fitted with 22G1040 close-ratio S/GT 
gearset, new bearings, baulk rings and rebuilt synchro 
hubs, competition layshaft, central oil pick-up pipe, 
competition diff pin, 3:44:1 final drive ratio, Min-its  
1:04:1 ratio straight-cut drop gears, standard pre-Verto 
clutch assembly. 

SUSPenSIon Fully refurbished ‘dry’ suspension set-up 
with rubber springs and telescopic dampers. 

BRakeS 7.5-inch Cooper S disc assembles (front), 
drums (rear).

WHeeLS ANd TyrES Refurbished 5x10 Exacton Mini 
Special alloy wheels, 165/70x10 radial tyres. 

InTeRIoR Fully refurbished to original Mini Special 
specification using two sets of seats, two-spoke Mini 
Special steering wheel, three-clock dash binnacle, factory 
centre console with radio, speaker, cigarette lighter and 
clock, factory under-dash tray, new headlining and carpet.

The trim has been skilfully put 
together using two original 

sets. Kevin is unsurprisingly 
delighted with the results.  

Kevin took four of them to a place that deals 
with Aston Martins and told it to rechrome 
the best pair – expensive, but worth it. 

“The other good one is the grey washer 
jets,” he adds. “None of the Specials I see 
have them and they should. They don’t 
actually look as nice as black ones, but that’s 
not the point. You can’t get them, so I spent 
about two evenings spraying them up in the 
right grey.” 

The final touch was to replace the 
Special’s trademark side stripes, which 
came from Sticky Fingers and were actually 
produced using measurements that Paul 
had taken from the car during his 
ownership. “That was a nice moment, when 
Dave’s mate put them on,” says Kevin. All of 
a sudden it went from just being a silver car 
to being a Mini Special.”

future planS
In all it took Dave about five months of 
evenings packed full of solid graft to get the 
car completed by June this year, virtually all 
with Kevin in attendance. “I was the 
apprentice, handing him the tools.” says 
Kevin. “I couldn’t have been one of these 
who just sends it away, that’s not me at all. 

bought a separate set of seats from 
Winchester, and I went to Maurice the 
trimmer and gave him the two sets to make 
the best of,” Kevin reports. “You can’t get 
them perfect because it’s 35-year-old fabric, 
but I’m really pleased with the way it’s come 
out.” Fortunately, the other rare parts such 
as the two-spoke steering wheel and centre 
console were still present, as was the rather 
unusual dash tray fitted to these models. 
“They’re worth a million pounds now,” 
jokes Kevin. 

Moving outside, Kevin was keen to make 
sure the original-fitment Exacton alloy 
wheels were looking their best. Paul had 
bought them in 2011 as new old stock items 
but they’d tarnished a little over time, so 
Kevin had them refurbished by a place in 
Wolverhampton. “They did an amazing 
job,” he says. “You didn’t want to put tyres 
on them; they were that good. And the nice 
thing about them is that they were made 
about 50 yards from where I used to live as a 
kid in Walsall.” 

It was the similar story with the 
bumpers. The Special model had the 
squarer Clubman rear bumper fitted to 
both ends, but they’re not available new. So 

To be involved and see it all change was the 
thing for me. I did over 1000 miles back and 
forth, and there were lots of cups of tea!”

Suitably inspired, Kevin admits he’d like 
to try and do more himself with future 
projects. For now though, he’s chuffed to 
bits with the Special – although there’s 
more to come yet. With the motor having 
already been rebuilt, the engine bay was the 
only thing left untouched. And while Kevin 
was initially happy with its appearance, 
Dave often joked that he’d eventually relent 
and want that done too – rightly, as it turns 
out. “The objective is to get it to the same 
standard as the rest,” says Kevin. “I might 
change the straight-cut drop gears while the 
engine is out, too.”

No doubt that will mean Kevin reprising 
his project manager role as he seeks a little 
help from his friends. “I think I’ve got the 
bug now,” he says, with more than just a 
hint of understatement...
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Lynx AE’s Yamaha R1-engine kit looks to bring a whole new breed of budding racers 
onto the scene with a cost-effective complement to the high-end A-Series Mini 
Miglias. Too good to be true? We head to Silverstone to judge for ourselves…
Words Stephen Colbran Photography Matt Woods

Pioneer
The 
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L
ove it or loathe it, the A-Series is an 
intrinsic part of what makes the Mini 
a Mini. The chunky torque delivery, 
induction noise, whining gearbox, 
oil leaks and head gasket failures; it’s 

all part of a Mini owner’s highs and lows, and 
we couldn’t be without the old-fashioned 
iron lump. But what happens when you 
fancy a bit more power, or even a spot of 
racing? From experience, things soon start 
to get very expensive when you set your 
sights high. Before you know it, everything 
needs replacing or uprating, the machining 
costs spiral and you’re looking at four or 
maybe even five-figure sums to get your 
standard 1275 motor and gearbox 
professionally rebuilt. In the case of a tightly-
regulated race series, engine rebuilds can 
exceed many people’s annual salaries, and 

you’ll probably want a spare unit, too. If you 
can afford it, why not, but let’s be honest – 
competing in a series like Mini Miglias is 
probably beyond most of us. Or is it…? 

Race ace
Jon Lee of Lynx AE, which incidentally stands 
for ‘Auto Electrics’ – the company’s former 
speciality before race car preparation and 
design – has come up with a bold new plan to 
try and introduce new entrants to the Mini 
Miglia series.  In between developing and 
building his own bike-engined race cars, he’s 
spent the past seven years developing a kit 
that allows the installation of a Yamaha R1 
engine into an otherwise standard Mini 
saloon. This £3600 kit, he hopes, may 
persuade the Mini 7 Racing Club to adopt a 
new more affordable class within the Miglias 

– like the invitation class but with 
standardised and restricted Yamaha power 
units. Priced between £500-1500 second 
hand, these 150bhp Japanese four cylinders 
are plentiful and relatively cheap, just like the 
A-Series once was. It sounds promising so far.

The R1 concept may sound a little alien to 
traditional Mini race fans, but Jon’s no 
newbie to the Mini 7 Club, having won the 
Miglia winter championship way back in 
1993. “I raced Minis from 1991 ‘til ‘96,” he 
says. “Before that it was motorbikes, but Dad 
preferred that I got into cars instead, and he’d 
raced Minis himself since 1967. After 
winning the winter title, we were leading the 
main championship but had successive 
problems with the car and were running out 
of money. I blew up my gearbox at Spa and 
Owen Hall hit me up the back, and that’s 
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RaCing hiStoRy
Jon’s dad, Ryan, began racing Minis in 1967 with 
great success. Come the early-’90s, Jon followed in 
his footsteps in Mini Miglias, winning a winter 
series, before stepping up to powerful GT racers.

when I said ‘that’s it – I can’t afford to do this 
anymore’.” Jon continued to race with the 
Miglias on and off, but then the race car prep 
at Lynx AE really started to get busy, 
immersing him in Pro-sport 3000s and 
various other high-brow customer projects.

But despite going on to develop two 
separate prototype GT race car models and 
set-up a successful rolling road centre, Minis 
never really left his mind. “It was very 
difficult to get out of racing a Mini,” says Jon. 
“The GT cars were a big buzz, but I knew lots 
of people with Minis and you never really get 
away from it.”

That interest in the marque came to the 
fore once again having converted a friend’s 
MG Midget to run under Yamaha R1 power. 
“Graham Thorne was the instigator of the 
Mini project,” Jon recalls. “He saw the MG 
and said ‘do you reckon you could put one in 
a Mini?’ I had Dad’s Mini in the workshop 
with no engine in, so I measured it up and 

thought that it would be touch-and-go but I 
could probably do it. The whole point was 
that Graham didn’t want the car to look any 
different from the outside, as he’d had Bob 
from the Mini Hospital fix the bodywork up 
and it was a genuine MkI shell.”

ReveRsibLe ReveRse 
Being fixed to the standard round-nose Mini 
gave Jon some challenges in the packaging 
department, but he was determined to retain 
the standard front subframe and inner wings 
to make sure it’s all completely reversible. “I 
built three different versions of a cradle to sit 
the Yamaha engine in,” he says. “When I was 
happy with the fitment, we made a jig for it. 
There are a couple of small mods needed to 
the subframe, but nothing major. You can 
use the standard motorbike wiring loom in 
tandem with the Mini’s – all of it can work on 
the bike speedo, so you leave the Mini stuff 
alone. The idea is that you can go back to an 

Round the corners, Jon could easily keep up 
with the race-spec Ginettas in the Mini. 

The conversion has the inlets at the 
back of the engine bay. The standard 

R1 ‘box drives a short chain to an LSD.

Sticky Dunlop slicks and wide MB Racing split-rim 
wheels, just like a regular Mini Miglia.
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A-Series in a weekend if you wanted to.” 
Unlike some other kits, this one sits the 

engine with the exhaust manifold up front 
and the carbs/throttle bodies at the rear. The 
standard six-speed Yamaha gearbox drives a 
notably short chain to a custom sprocket on 
a limited-slip diff. Like the LSD, the stainless 
steel manifold is a progression from Jon’s 
work on the bike-engined race cars, as is the 
electronic reverse system and pneumatic 
gearchange, which itself is an optional extra. 

“I’ve been involved in the gearchange 
development for 14 years,” says Jon. “A guy 
called Ian Haley began the development and 
Ford then got involved too. We were lent a 
Puma development car, Hewland put a 
sequential gearbox in it and we got it all up 
and running on the rolling road, albeit not 

very well to start with. Ian did work on it 
sporadically and it was getting much 
smoother. The best we ever got the 
gearchange was down to about 12 
milliseconds! You don’t need the clutch – just 
keep your foot buried on the throttle.”

The MIL Instruments pneumatic 
gearchange was developed in the Lynx AE 
sports prototypes, so by the time Jon came 
to developing the Mini conversion, it made 
sense to include it there too. A separate ECU 
controls the super-fast gearchange with 
paddles on the steering wheel, reminiscent 
of a modern racer, but it should be said that 
this high-tech system adds almost £5000 to 
the conversion. A more affordable option is a 
familiar manual gearlever with a fore and aft 
movement, although the clutch and ‘box are 

the same standard Yamaha items regardless.   
“We use the standard Mini clutch 

hydraulics to drive an arm that pulls the 
original R1 clutch cable.” Jon adds. “You’ve 
already got those hydraulics on the car, so it 
makes the conversion much easier for those 
with less mechanical knowledge.”

Another learning from the sports 
prototype cars is the Accusump oil system, 
which Jon highly recommends if you plan to 
ever go on track: “The system is plumbed 
into the main oil feed to the crankshaft. As 
soon as the oil pump starts to reach 
cavitation, where it starts to see air and loose 
pressure, the container instantly pumps it 
back in to maintain the pressure. It protects 
the big end bearings during hard cornering. 
Some recommend a baffled sump, but then 
you have to split the engine and that’s besides 
the point.” Indeed, the whole ethos of this 
conversion is bolt-in budget performance. 
With 145 to 164bhp at 10,000rpm and a 

A new Lynx AE conversion kit ready to go.

The Accusump system seen at the back is vital for 
maintaining oil pressure during hard turns. The engine 

cradle bolts into the standard Mini front subframe.

A few running checks before heading out on track. Jon with some of the key players in the build.
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considerable weight saving over the A-Series, 
there’s absolutely no need to tune it up 
further. As Jon’s race Mini proves, money is 
best spent on the gearchange system and the 
car’s handling. With the standard-spec 
engine in there, it should prove reliable too – 
more so than most 140bhp A-Series engines 
in any case. And if you blow it up, there’s no 
need to re-mortgage the house.

MigLia concept
The idea was always to build a full-on Mini 
race car to showcase the kit, which is probably 
best suited to weekend weapons and race cars 
than daily drives, just because of the nature of 
a bike engine’s rev-happy power delivery. 
“The car started off as an £1100 eBay find,” 
says Jon. “It was a basic shell, supposed to be 
done for rallying, so I took it completely apart 
and then tubbed the rear wheel arches and 
took all the steel I could possibly get out of it 
just to reduce the weight. Then I started 
building it back up into a Miglia-spec car.”

“I had a younger owner in mind with the 
project, someone who goes to the shows, likes 
their Minis and already has quite a few of the 
parts we run on the Miglias – the Hi-Los, 
competition cones, aftermarket wheels. So 
they can afford to do that but not take the next 
step and buy a competitive A-Series engine. 
With this kit you’ll be able to keep up with a 
regular Miglia but on a tighter budget.”

But therein lies the difficult issue – how to 
persuade the Mini 7 Club to welcome such a 
conversion without stepping on the toes of 
both current racers and engine tuners, who 
obviously all have a lot riding on the 
A-Series. The solution was to go for fuel 
injection and a Polestar ECU, as opposed to 
the Yamaha carbs or locked-down standard 
ECU of the later EFi engines. Jon spent two 
days on his rolling road to gauge the fuel and 
ignition requirements of the R1 engine, then 
enlisted the help of Polestar’s Mini racing 
owner, Neil Turner, to develop a suitable 

Some may frown at the use of a bog standard 
R1 engine, but there’s more than enough power 
there, well within the car’s handling capability.

With the locked-down Polestar ECU and Yamaha 
fuel injection system, performance can be easily 
restricted to that of an A-Series Miglia.

Controls for the trick gearchange sit at the front  
of a packed-looking passenger footwell. 

There are two ECUs – one for the engine and one 
for the gearchange system.

Maniflow Miglia-spec exhaust system.
Aluminium fuel cell inside the boot area with 
essential swirl pot and high-pressure pump.
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thankS to:
Jon would like to thank: “My long-term sponsor, 
Les at Adams and Page, Nigel at Avo dampers, 
Bob at the Mini Hospital, Neil at Polestar and 
Richard Pulley for the spannering.”

TECH spEC
Body Body Mini MPi shell stripped and rebuilt to 
Miglia spec, polycarbonate windows, Miglia arch 
extensions, removable carbon-fibre front end, 
lightened doors, aerodynamic mirrors, external 
fire extinguisher and battery cut-off pulls, 
stainless steel bumpers, single windscreen wiper, 
tubbed rear arches, GRP bootlid, rain light at rear.

EnginE Engine 5PW 998cc from 2002 Yamaha 
R1, 20-valve, double overhead cams, completely 
stock, 27,000 miles on clock, standard fuel 
injection, Polestar engine management system, 
Lynx AE engine cradle, stainless steel exhaust 
manifold, Lynx AE clutch rod, silicone coolant 
hoses, alloy side-mounted radiator with ducting, 
oil cooler, Accusump oil system. Tested maximum 
power: 144bhp at flywheel (compared to typical 
136bhp of top-spec Miglia).

tRanSMiSSion Standard Yamaha R1 six-speed 
sequential gearbox, MIL Instruments pneumatic 
gearchange system, paddle shift, multi-plate 
clutch, Lynx AE sprocket on limited-slip 
differential, Lynx AE short-length chain drive, 
offside Cooper S driveshaft, Lynx AE nearside 
shortened driveshaft, electronic motor used  
for reverse.

SuSpEnSion Strengthened and lightened 
subframes, competition rubber springs and 
double-adjustable Avo dampers all round, Hi-Los, 
Lynx AE rear anti-rollbar, Mini Spares adjustable 
lower arms and tie-rods.

BRakES Alloy four-pot callipers and 7.9-inch 
vented discs front, Minifin drums rear, adjustable 
brake bias valve, stainless steel braided hoses 
throughout, standard pedal box.

WhEElS AnD TYRES 7x10-inch MB Racing split 
rims with Dunlop slicks.

intERioR Fully stripped-out, Safety Devices 
rollcage, Sparco wrap-around bucket seat, TRS 
four-point harness, plumbed-in fire extinguisher 
system, dash rail removed, lightweight race 
battery, single tacho instrument pod, gear 
indicator digital display, fuel and brake lines 
routed internally, G&H foam-filled fuel tank in 
boot, swirl pot and fuel return, removable 
steering wheel, steering column relocated with 
universal joint.

aftermarket engine management kit.
“We had Neil build an ECU so we can 

carefully control the performance and limit 
the revs to 9000rpm,” Jon continues. “So if 
anyone thinks they can buy the kit and go 
straight out to beat the Miglias, it isn’t going 
to happen.” And the tweaking of this engine 
management was all part of the day we spent 
at Silverstone for the photoshoot. In 
unrestricted form, the first demo saw Jon 
lapping the circuit almost two seconds faster 
than the current Miglia lap record, which is 
impressive to say the least. Gradually Neil of 
Polestar began to reign-in that performance, 
and after a few sessions on track, lap times 
were matched to that of an A-Series car. So 
with the technology tested and proven, 

there’s just the racers to convince now.
“We approached the Mini 7 Club a couple 

of years ago with the idea,” says Jon, “and 
whilst the committee appeared open to it, 
unfortunately it seemed to be portrayed 
elsewhere that it would take over from the 
A-Series if introduced. That was never what 
we were planning to do – there will always be 
value in the A-Series; this is to get the 
youngsters involved. Most of the people out 
there racing are 40-plus, and if we’re not 
careful the series will start to decline. So 
that’s my motivation behind it.”

And if that doesn’t come to fruition, there 
are other race series where the kit could be 
used in anger of course, plus hillclimbs, 
trackdays and even for extremely fast road 

cars. Personally I’m a fan – it’s proportionally 
perfect, offers comparable performance to a 
top-flight Miglia and seems to be an expertly 
engineered and completely reversible 
modification. To compete fairly against 
A-Series cars, performance would have to be 
very closely monitored with a clear set of 
regulations in place to ensure equality. 
Clearly the main focus of Mini Miglias should 
always be the original engine and the tuning 
industry that supports it, but as an entry 
point for budding young racers, the club 
should take a serious look at this kit and the 
benefits on offer. It’s clever, neat and a overall 
makes a very interesting alternative.

The interior is all about weight saving. Gearshift paddles look like they’ve come straight from the BTCC.

All-in-one gauge is all that’s needed.

A Universal joint has been added to the modded 
steering column for a better wheel position. Sparco race seat is low and a long way back.
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My Machine
From The Beatles to Eddie Van Halen, musicians have 
loved their Minis since the 1960s. Now you can add 
Luke Spiller and The Struts to that list…
Words Adam Sloman Photography Gerard Hughes
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T
he Mini’s long connection 
with the music industry goes 
right back to the 1960s, with 
the likes of The Beatles, Mick 
Jagger and Michael Neesmith 

of The Monkees all among an 
illustrious band of former owners. 
Thanks in no small part to exclusive 
modified creations from coachbuilders 
such as Hooper and Radford, the Mini 
quickly became an intrinsic part of the 
rock and roll set. 

Best of all, it’s still at it some 50 years 
on. Luke Spiller, lead singer of up-and-
coming glam rock band The Struts, is 
looking to reignite the Mini’s 
relationship with music with his 
anthem for the Mini scene, ‘My 
Machine’. And at the root of his passion 
is his customised 1983 Mini Mayfair.

Music and Minis
On stage, Luke is the typical rock front 
man, strutting, flamboyant and über-
confident. But as we sit down to a cup 
of tea in his kitchen he comes across as 
a warm, friendly down-to-earth bloke 
with a big passion for the Mini – just 

like most of us, really. It all started with 
a chance encounter during a kick-about 
in his home town of Clevedon, near 
Bristol. “I got the car in 2009 – it was 
love at first sight,” says Luke. “I was 
playing football and some guy drove it 
onto the pitch and was doing 
handbrake turns and stuff. I went over 
to check it out and saw it was for sale – I 
had to have it.” But why a Mini? “For 
me, cars are like clothes,” says Luke. 
They reflect who we are.” 

Initially, Luke was happy to use the 
Mini as it was, but always wanted to do 
more with the car. “I used it every day for 
something like a year while I was 
working as a cleaner,” he says. That 
might not sound very rock and roll, but 
Luke was on the up. Having discovered 
the music of Queen, Luke was awakened 
to the world of music and began 
devouring everything he could find, 
discovering, and being influenced 
by the likes of Led Zeppelin, The 
Beatles and Bowie. 

By this summer The 
Struts had provided 
support to none 

My Machine
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The engine is a mildly-
tweaked albeit slightly 
scruffy 998 for now, but 
Luke fancies and engine 
transplant in future.

other than Black Sabbath and The Rolling 
Stones; the latter before a crowd of 80,000 
at the Stade de France in Paris. And as Luke 
and his band’s careers progressed, so did 
the Mini. “I did an album with Mike 
Oldfield called ‘Man on the Rocks’ and got 
a bit of an advance for that, so I decided to 
go to Paul at Tupman’s Minis in 
Kingsteignton for the car to have a bit of a 
refresh,” Luke explains. 

had a huge dent in it, but you’d never know 
now. It had been debadged before I got it – I 
like it, I think it gives it a more sporty feel.”

Luke has kept things fairly simple, with a 
new coat of paint in the original metallic 
Zircon Blue (like his song says: ‘Gonna paint 
her new, make her baby blue’) alongside new 
bumpers, overriders and corner bars. He’s 
also retained the stock 998cc engine, albeit 
with the addition of an airfilter and exhaust 

sound purchase
As it turned out Luke had bought well, with 
the Mini in surprisingly good condition for 
an ‘80s example. This was probably helped 
by the fact it had only covered a mere 45,000 
miles when he got it. “Paul’s done a brilliant 
job,” says Luke. “He got all the rot out and 
gave her a full Waxoyling underneath. He 
sorted out the wheel arches and the boot lid 
too – someone had given it a right kicking, it 

Lashings of chrome like the headlamp peaks and 
overriders mimic the coachbuilt Minis of the ‘60s.
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Wide 7x13-inch alloys are housed 
under blended-in Sportpack arches.

upgrade. “I would love a bigger engine,” he 
concedes, “but Paul has been quite a 
grounding influence with the car – he’s said 
to do it bit by bit rather than go nuts with it.”

With the car stripped for paint, Luke took 
the opportunity to add a rollcage, more in 
the interests of safety than anything else. 
Otherwise, it’s been a case of ditching the 
racier parts for a more upmarket feel. Luke 
has clearly been inspired by the coachbuilt 
Minis of the ‘60s, but he’s taking his time 
with things. “It had these big Cobra bucket 
seats in it when I got it, so my brother found 
some original-style ones online for it,” says 
Luke. He’s also fitted a walnut dash and a 
Moto-Lita wooden rim steering wheel, but 
major changes, including a full retrim, are 
still at the planning stage. “I’m thinking 
maybe cream leather for the seats,” he says. 
“I’ve got some original shag pile ‘60s Radford 
carpets for it, too.”

an inspiraTion
Luke’s bandmates are spread around the 
UK, so more often than not he’s behind the 
wheel of his Mini, heading across the 
country to meet up for rehearsals or before 
heading off together on tour. “People said I 
was daft buying a Mini, but I don’t regret it 
one bit,” he says. “It’s been fantastic.”

And though it might not be the most 
radical or modified example to grace the 
pages of Mini Magazine, it’s acted as real 

The Mayfair is looking 
mighty fine after its 
refresh by Tupman’s Minis. 

When looking for lyrical inspiration, Luke often goes 
for a drive in the Mini and parks up with a good view.

 A retro wood-rim 
Moto-Lita steering 
wheel adds character 
to the interior.
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Luke’s Mini has been racking up the 
miles, getting him to rehearsals all 
over the country. He hopes to keep 
the car for a very long time. 

“I thought ‘let’s write about my car’ – the 
words just flowed from there...”

TECH spEC
Body 1983 Mini Mayfair, rust removed and bodywork 
refreshed, Waxoyled, smooth bootlid and relocated 
numberplate, blended-in Sportpack arch extensions, 
chrome bumpers with overriders and corner bars, 
headlamp peaks, bullet mirrors, chrome wipers, blades and 
bezels, Aston-style flip-top fuel filler cap, MkII Cooper-
style grille, clear indicator and rear light lenses. Paint: 
Zircon Blue. 

enGIne Standard 998cc A-Series with K&N air filter, 
aluminium rocker cover, LCB manifold. twin-exit stainless 
steel exhaust.

TRAnSMISSIon Standard four-speed manual gearbox.

SUSPenSIon Standard ‘dry’ set-up with rubber springs 
and telescopic dampers. 

BRAkeS 8.4-inch disc assembles (front), spacer 
drums (rear).

WHeeLS ANd TyrES 7x13-inch Superlite-style 
aluminium wheels, Yokohama A539 175/50x13 tyres. 

InTeRIoR Mayfair brown velour seats, Walnut dash, ‘60s 
Moto-Lita wooden rim steering wheel, Walnut door 
cappings, JVC head unit, red vinyl centre console with 
speakers, rollcage.

Luke SpiLLer’S Mayfair

THe STRUTS
The Struts debut album Everybody Wants is 
available now and the band are on tour across the 
UK and France this October and November. 

Wants. The album itself is a cracking 
collection of rock tunes, with clear 
influences from the likes of The Beatles and 
Queen, as well as ‘90s bands like Supergrass 
and Garbage. The album is just like the Mini 
in the sense that it drives along with real 
purpose, but with a sense of fun to it. And 
when it came to My Machine, Luke was 
clear with his idea for the song’s video. 
“We’ve got brilliant fans and a lot of 
followers on our YouTube channel, so I 
thought why not get everyone involved? 

“The video is going to feature as many 
Minis as we can get in. I’ve been asking for 
people to email me pictures of their Minis 
and we’ve had hundreds of replies. Even if it 
means each car only gets a few seconds of 

inspiration for Luke. “When I’m writing a 
song I always try and find a potent subject 
matter for it. We were in the studio and we’d 
come up with this kind of Pulp, Supergrass-
style synth line. It was quite sharp and I 
thought ‘let’s write about my car’ – the 
words just flowed from there.” 

The story of the song will be familiar to 
any Mini owner, as Luke reckons it’s a 
caricature of all us. “This guy loves his Mini 
so much that his friends and family have 
almost turned away from him, the Mini is 
all he cares about,” he says. “I wanted a song 
that symbolises what it’s like to own and 
drive a Mini.”

With the song written and recorded, it 
was added to band’s album Everybody 

on screen time, I want to include them all.”

Back hoMe
The band are looking to break the 
American market in 2015 and are set to play 
a headline set at the Isle of Wight festival. 
But this success means that Luke is often 
away from home, and his car, for longer and 
longer periods. “It’s good to come home and 
be able to drive the Mini” he admits. 
“There’s such a charm about her. If you’re in 
traffic people turn and look at the car and 
smile. You can’t help but fall in love with 
her. If ever I’m stuck for a lyric I go for a spin 
in the Mini and park up with a good 
Devonshire view. That usually helps.

“You need to be slightly mad to own a 
Mini, I think,” continues Luke. “I hope that I 
can keep her for a very long time – she’s part 
of me. And now that she’s been embodied in 
a song, how can I get rid of her? Let’s face it, 
the Mini is a car for lovers...”





Pre-winter
wiring checks
Pre-winter
wiring checks
Bad electrics are the source of many winter breakdowns. 
Ensure your wiring is in good order before the cold strikes.

Minis needn’t be unreliable through the 
gloom of our UK winters, yet we 
doubt many hardened daily drives will 

make it through the cold without at least a 
hiccup or two. As with any maturing classic, 
there are bound to be niggles along the way, not 
least of all in the wiring department. Wiring 
issues have to be one of biggest causes of 
roadside breakdowns and embarrassing non-
starts, but most are actually very easy and cheap 
to remedy. 

Many faults are the result of corroded 
contacts, insufficient charging system 
capabilities, or aging components like worn-
out wiper motors and broken indicator stalks. 
But unfortunately many are also the result of 

bodges by lazy owners or those who simply 
don’t know any better. It never ceases to amaze 
us how many owners claim to know absolutely 
nothing about electrics before delving straight 
into a job, installing quad spot lamps up front or 
a new sound system perhaps. You wouldn’t do 
that with an engine rebuild, so why would you 
do it with electrics? 

Admittedly we’ve learned from our mistakes 
too, but given the value of most Minis these 
days, it’s certainly not worth the risk of a fire for 
the sake of a little research and careful planning. 
So ahead of the cold season, here’s a look at 
some common Mini wiring problems and 
everyday bodges, with some recommended 
fixes and upgrades for reliable safe motoring. 

1

2Many batteries supplied for the Mini have the 
terminals on the left, so check clearance to the metal 
battery strap. This owner has chosen to wedge the 
battery in place with a piece of foam, to avoid contact 
with the over-sized, un-insulated positive terminal. 
These terminals are truly awful, with a grub screw to 
loosely wedge down on the main battery feed and a 
high chance of contact with the boot floor.  

Equally nasty are these screw-in battery clamps. The 
cable crushes down unevenly and can loosen over 
time. Here the clamp’s fixing bolt has even been 
omitted, perhaps due again to unsuitable battery 
selection. Battery terminal poles are not standardised  
in dimension, so check carefully before you buy.  

Tech HOW TO

Words and photography stephen colbran

87 Quick TecH
Fit a handy dual socket and USB port. 
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Before  
Starting
The first rule of working on cars and 
using tools of any kind is don’t be 
stupid. Make sure personal protective 
gear - goggles, gloves, ear defenders, 
masks and a set of overalls - are 
hanging on a hook in your garage and 
use them wisely. 

Always disconnect the battery 
before working on your car and if 
you’re working with power tools, 
protective gear is essential. Never 
attempt to work under a car without 
supporting it securely using suitably 
strong axle stands. If you haven’t got 
a fire extinguisher, buy one and keep 
it near to hand. 

The bottom line? If you’re not 
completely confident of your own 
ability to complete any task safely, 
don’t start it. Leave it to the experts. 

The essentials for keeping 
your Mini on the road.

MiniMini 
techTech
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Aftermarket earth straps are cheaply available with 
the correct terminal clamps professionally crimped in 
place. This 12-inch strap from Mini Spares is under £4, 
and caters for a range of battery terminal positions.

Here the standard bullet connections under the slam 
panel for the lights have been swapped for nasty 
screw-in types. Exposed to the elements, corrosion 
here will soon cause overheating, further accelerating 
their decline and potentially causing damage to the 
wiring too. Stick with the standard bullets, applying 
electrical contact grease for protection.

Attention should be paid to the battery’s earth 
connection on the boot floor, keeping it free of paint and 
rust. With excessive strains placed upon the battery 
from an insufficient charging system, or if the battery is 
not earthing to the body effectively, accelerated 
corrosion of the earth strap can occur from the excess 
heat of electrical resistance.

With increased use of the lights and heater comes 
extra strain on the alternator. This unit had developed 
a fault and was no longer charging sufficiently. The 
drive belt is also clearly in need of replacement. 

That’s far too long for this particular application, so 
rather than have an awkward earth strap floating 
around in the boot, we chose to trim it down.

The convoluted plastic sleeve is there to protect the 
wiring insulation from cuts and the elements, so why 
someone has routed these wires outside of it is quite 
puzzling. It’s messy, lazy and potentially dangerous if 
the wires have not been adequately fused. There’s no 
added cost in spending a little more time to route 
everything safely.

If the earth strap appears corroded at all, replace it 
before the winter arrives. The cost far outweighs the 
hassle and expense of a flat battery. And with the 
battery itself, once left discharged for any periods of 
time, lead sulphate crystals can form on the internal 
plates, eventually causing a short circuit and reduced 
cranking power. A dry-cell race battery may cost three 
times more, but in our experience they are far more 
durable than a lead acid type.

With the battery disconnected, the grille removed and 
the alternator plug released, begin by loosening the 
lower adjustable bracket fixings.

Large ring terminals such as this one need equally large 
crimping tools for a satisfactory crimp. 12 Volt Planet 
sells this budget tool, which works pretty well for 
occasional jobs, especially when used in a vice or press 
rather than simply smacking it with a large hammer.

Winter reliability will benefit enormously from 
retaining the distributor shield, protecting the ignition 
system from the rain and snow. On carb-fed Minis, 
upgrading the unreliable points ignition to a 
transistorised electronic type is highly recommended, 
as you’d soon discover when moving the shield in and 
out to regularly reset the points gap due to poor 
quality parts. 

This car was missing the essential rubber grommet on 
the live cable. The insulation around the main power 
cable might be thick, but a sharp edge like this will 
soon cut into it, shorting on the battery and in all 
likelihood, setting your pride and joy alight.

Access is much easier up top for the 1/2-inch AF bolts. 
Once these and the 9/16inch AF fixing on the sliding 
bracket below all are loosened it will be 
straightforward to remove the fan belt from the pulley 
and carefully extract the alternator. 
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To change the fan belt, it’s much easier to loosen the 
top radiator bracket fixings and one of the top hose 
clips and give yourself a little extra clearance. Be 
careful not to fully remove the top hose from the 
thermostat housing, or you may loose coolant.

We’ve chosen an uprated 70-amp alternator from 
Mini Spares to see us through the winter. For 
reliability, we also decided to uprate the standard 
loom from the alternator to the starter solenoid. This 
car features a twin-feed plug to the alternator for 
extra current flow, but a heavier gauge cable will do 
no harm, within reason. Too large a cable and there 
will be too much resistance, negating any benefits.

Pull the belt free and around the fan blades. Note that 
someone has also installed the fan blade back to front 
here - the next job on the ‘to do’ list…

Double check the battery earth is disconnected and 
remove the nut securing the brown alternator feed to 
the starter solenoid, here on the starter itself. Earlier 
inertia-type starters have their solenoid on the offside 
inner wing. The process is the same, although slightly 
less fiddly with a later pre-engaged set-up. 

We were not satisfied with the crimp alone, so out 
came the soldering iron and crocodile clips for a much 
more substantial and water-resistant connection. The 
entire charging circuit relies on two of these terminals 
so it needs to be a very good connection. 

On goes the alternator plug cap, with the brown and 
yellow charge light wire similarly soldered to a new 
terminal. When you’re building a wiring loom from 
scratch, it’s nice to heatshrink all three cables together, 
but here the charge light disappears off into the loom, 
making that rather awkward in situ. 

The leads clip securely in the AMP alternator plug 
from behind.

That said, you can still wrap the new loom section 
up in tape. Use adhesive PVC tape to stick down the 
ends of non-adhesive tape and follow it up the loom 
for protection. 

Check that the new belt is the correct length for the 
job. The water pump pulley varies in diameter, so not 
all fan belts are equal, hence why we have temporarily 
refitted the old one, as the replacement was too short. 
Apply tension to the belt with a large spanner as you 
tighten the fixings all round.

Wire protection is a personal preference, but a length 
of heatshrink over the twin 4mm-squared cables 
looks tidy. The ring terminal is also soldered in place. 
This is capable of a 78-amp nominal load. An electric 
heat gun is your friend for the heatshrink tubing.

A new alternator plug was also sourced, which comes 
with fresh non-insulated 90-degree spade terminals. 
These are a tad awkward to crimp with ratchet-type 
tools, but the basic ones are adequate. 

The length and routing of the charging lead should be 
very carefully considered to avoid chafing on the 
engine block. A problem like this may go unnoticed 
for some time, until the system no longer functions, 
the battery runs flat and you coast to a halt. It’s 
possible to cause a fire, or at least burn out the wiring. 
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On 1976-1996 Minis, the familiar Lucas four-fuse fusebox 
is another common failure point to check ahead of the 
winter. The terminals frequently corrode from behind, 
causing all manor of unusual problems and annoyances. 
Removed from the bulkhead, test for high levels of 
resistance across the box with a multimeter.   

The switch itself is quite robust, but the addition of 
extra lights to the standard circuit, or a bodged 
installation somewhere along the line, means that they 
can quickly overheat and short out. If in doubt, install a 
four-way 12-volt relay for your additional lighting, or 
run a separate ignition-live switched feed.

Also in the area, ensure that the wiring loom up on the 
bulkhead is not caught up on the air filter housing, 
pulled overly taught or in contact with any sharp 
edges or the bonnet hinges. On later cars with thick 
sound insulating material, the area can be quite 
congested with cabling and relays.

The indicator stalk, by design, can become frail over 
time and again failures are not uncommon. Thankfully 
new stalks are all readily available from the 
specialists, including those for MPi Minis.

Moving inside, the 1976-1996 headlamp toggle switch 
is worthy of note. The full power of the headlamps 
surges through this plastic-bodied switch, so failure is 
not uncommon. To access it from behind, drop the 
heater down by undoing the two self tapping screws 
under the dash rail.

Another potentially dangerous issue spotted on this 
car was the interior light. I’d planned to recommend 
lower ampage LED units to reduce demand on the 
electrics, but here it was missing entirely. The 
connector is a permanent live feed, and although 
fused, needs better insulation if disconnected. 

On my own car I decided to make a small angled 
bracket from the block to firmly hold the charging 
leads in place. The neater the wiring, the simpler the 
fault finding if anything goes wrong.

It’s more beneficial to replace the top engine 
steady earth strap if that’s in poor condition. The 
bolt here was quite loose, giving a poor electrical 
contact, and not to mention the high likelihood of 
shearing it off in the block.  

Most alternators do not come with a new spring clip 
for some reason, so you’ll need to reuse the old one to 
hold the plug securely in place. That’s not the only 
aspect to the charging system, however. Earths and 
the live feed itself should also be considered. Sound-
off competitors regularly upgrade the main battery 
feed for a larger gauge cable. 

Again, earth straps are readily available from the Mini 
specialists and also from motor factors and high-
street car shops.

We’re not going to those extremes here, but effective 
earth straps are essential for a strong charging 
system. This strap is not only heavily frayed, but in a 
rather untidy and awkward location. Earthing to the 
slam panel is also an unusual choice.

Two earth straps from the engine to the body/
subframe are recommended. The lower front engine 
steady is a convenient point on this car. 
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www.12voltplanet.co.ukI
t’s surprising how many Minis are still driving about 
without the luxury of a cigar lighter socket. It was never 
something installed as standard, unless you have an 
upmarket special edition or suave Innocenti Mini, but if 

you travel any reasonable distance, it’s an essential. So how 
about installing one of these instead from 12 Volt Planet? 
Here’s a dual socket - nothing revolutionary there you might 
think - but one with twin USB five-volt outputs on the right. 

It seems that every new smartphone, sat nav or MP3 can 
now be charged up from a USB socket with the correct lead. 
In fact, most phones don’t even come with a mains USB 
adapter anymore, so you’ll either need to find an old one or 

charge up from a computer. We think that’s actually 
quite helpful when it comes to charging on the road, 
however, as gone are the days of expensive device-
specific car chargers. Now you can just install one 
of these bad boys and take a USB cable with you 
rather than chargers galore. 

You need to ensure you’re not over-loading 
the wiring, but in theory you could charge up a 
phone, sat nav and even your MP3 player on the 
move simultaneously. So there’s no need to 
distract yourself from driving while juggling 
between coiled-up chargers on the passenger seat.    

Double socket installDouble socket install
Add a handy dual power socket and twin USB port hook-up to your dashboard.
Words and photography Stephen colbran

4

1

7

5

2

8

6

3

9

Feed the cable through the bulkhead in a suitable, 
neat location, remembering to protect it with a rubber 
wiring grommet. 

Firstly we need to find some 12-volt power for the 
socket. Whether you opt for an ignition live or a 
permanent feed is entirely up to you, although be wary 
of flattening your battery with the latter. We’re using 
thin-wall 3mm squared cable, capable of a 33 amp load.

Because we’re dealing with a dual socket, it requires 
two live and two earth terminals. You can piggy-back 
the connections from one to the other, again ensuring 
sufficient cable gauge for the job.

We found a handy location already on the bulkhead to 
pass the cable through. Move the interior sound 
deadening to carefully pull the cable from inside.

We’d recommend non-insulated crimp terminals with 
the separate rubber sleeves for the most secure 
connection. Additional solder here would probably 
give the ultimate terminal. 

This surface-mount socket will either require a 
custom bracket to install it under the shelf…

Now we need to fit an earth. Screwing a ring terminal 
to a suitable point under the dash rail will suffice. Test 
the earth cable’s connection with a 12-volt multi-
meter or circuit tester.

On a standard car, feeding from a spare fused 
ignition-live terminal on the fuse box makes sense. 
Check your workshop manual’s wiring diagram to see 
which feed may be best suited. If in doubt, always 
install an extra in-line fuse.

…or it may look good in a full-width dash like so. 
Excuse the artist’s impression! Here’s road trip 
convenience in one simple add-on.

coST
£15.10

TooLS Terminal crimper, screwdriver, drill.

DifficuLTy

http://www.12voltplanet.co.uk
http://www.12voltplanet.co.uk
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speciAl 1098
At the risk of returning to an old 
chestnut I was intrigued by your 

reference to fitting a ‘torque-tastic big 
bore 1098’ in place of the 1275 in your 
Clubman Estate in the September issue 
of Mini Magazine because ‘it should 
have a 1098’.

I have a right-hand-drive 1978 
Belgian 1100 Special which has been in 
the family for nearly 30 years, and for 
which I definitely have a soft spot. It is 
basically a Clubman with a rounded 
front, vinyl roof, walnut dash – a pretty 
car. It has had one body restoration some 
15 years ago, and apart from a Stage 1 kit 
and a Mini Sport Stage 2 head, as far as I 
know the 1098cc engine has not been 
touched from original.

So what to do, including giving it 
some more power? All my Mini friends 
say put a 1275 motor in, but I would quite 
like to keep the original engine. I know a 
1098 has the potential for good torque, 
and that is attractive in a road car, but I 

also want more acceleration up to 60 
mph or 70 mph.

Is your torque-tastic big bore (I 
assume at about 1218cc) with a suitable 
cam, distributor and carb as good as, say 
a standard Mk3 Cooper S in terms of 
horsepower and torque? And how does 
it compare through the rev range? If it is 
not as good as a MK3 S, where does it fit 
on the scale of things?

What other modifications to the car 
would you recommend, such as brakes, 
gearbox, diff and cooling? I’m hoping 
this will help me, and perhaps others, to 
make a decision.
Mike Rainey

v Though a number of these 1218cc 
motors have been built and are 

turning good performance, I am not yet 
ready to produce specific dyno results as I 
am still working on optimising the cam 
spec for them. However, a recent test 
running basically the same engine build as 
I did for issue 187 back in July 2011 

(+0100-inch bore, Russell Engineering 
pistons, Piper BP255 cam, CST Stage 3 big 
valve head and a single HIF44 SU on a 
modified Mini Spares inlet manifold), but 
at 68mm bore this time, gave a very useful 
power spread culminating at 84.3bhp at 
6000rpm, 79.9lb.ft torque at 4500rpm, 
and an excellent 59.3lb.ft at 1500rpm. I am 
confident a slightly different cam spec will 
better those figures – especially in the 
torque department. Even so, with an off-
the-shelf cam that is pretty impressive. 

The performance of this engine would 
be more than capable of pulling a 3.1:1 final 
drive ratio easily. I’d be sorely tempted to 
go with a Mini Spares Clubman straight-

cut gear kit to get the close-ratio set-up 
with a more useful first gear. I would also 
very strongly advise going to the Cooper 
S 7.5-inch front disc brake set-up to boost 
stopping power. 

The standard radiator is only just 
about enough to cool a stock 1275 engine, 
and once the motor is making more than 
around 70bhp, it struggles to keep 
coolant temperatures under control. And 
that is when it is new, with clear core 
tubes. I would advocate fitting one of the 
super-cool two-core rads. Having too 
much cooling is better than marginal, that 
way at least the temperature will be 
controlled by the thermostat.

sAfe servo 
Hi, I’m swapping to 10-inch 
wheels on my Mini, so I’m 

fitting a complete Cooper S disc kit 
I’ve bought brand new. My Mini is a 
1983 Mini Mayfair, without a servo. Do 
I need one to make the brakes work 
correctly? Or is there a better choice 
of brake pad I can use to make it stop 
without stamping on the pedal?
Alex Mathers

v Stamping on the brake pedal is 
to be avoided at all costs, no 

matter what the situation. Unless the 
aim is to trash a pair of tyres in the 
attempt of producing skid marks. The 
Cooper S brakes originally came with a 
remote servo plumbed in to the system, 
so you could say the system was 
designed to work with one. Whether 
you personally need the servo 
assistance to give confidence in the 
brakes is impossible to tell until you try 
them with or without. Doing so will 
only be feasible if you know folks that 

Whether or not you need 
a brake servo is down to 
personal preference. 

“i would strongly advise a 
cooper s disc brake set-up...”

have such braking systems fitted to their 
cars. Otherwise it’s a case of suck it and 
see. Since the servo unit is a remote type 
that is plumbed in independently of the 
master cylinder, unlike the latest spec 
systems, you could try the system 
without a servo first, then add the servo 
later on if you feel the brakes as they are 
do not give you confidence. I personally 
prefer them without a servo as it gives 
more feel of what is going on. You will 
find that the many racers do not use 
servo assistance for that very reason. 

Whether you use a servo or not 
will not really affect the pad type 
used, as that is more a case of what 
you are going to use the car for. If for 
standard road use, then the EBC 
BlackStuff pads work very well. If you 
are going to be rorting about in the 
car at elevated speeds, then a better 
suited grade pad material will be 
needed. Again, EBC offer their 
GreenStuff pads that work well. 
However there are also options from 
Mintex, Pagid, Ferodo, and so on.

Mike is looking to give 
his Belgian-market Mini 

Special a power boost.

mailto:jeff.ruggles@kelseymedia.co.uk
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MAnifold cHoice
I’ve got a 1993 Mini Sprite 
that I bought with just 22k 

miles on the clock. Unfortunately, it 
seems the engine has not done this 
mileage at all, but far more! 
Fortunately my father is a Land 
Rover specialist, so we’ve be able to 
re-hone the bores, fit a fast road 
camshaft and polish the ports in the 
head a little bit. I now want to fit a 
Stage 1 kit, with an LCB. However, I 
plan to use the car on a regular 
basis, so my friend says I should the 
Cooper Freeflow manifold instead of 
the LCB because it doesn’t have the 
troublesome Y-piece. I’m hoping for 
around 70-75 bhp, so will the 
Freeflow be too restrictive? Also, is 
it worth upgrading the HIF38 carb 
for a bigger one?
Jim Miles

v Exhaust manifold types should 
most definitely not be chosen for 

ease of fit. A decent quality LCB will fit 
well enough if a little attention is paid to it 
when fitting it to the car. I covered this 
exact subject in the last issue of Mini 
Magazine (issue 231, November 2014). 
Which exhaust manifold you need to fit 
for best performance depends more on 
the camshaft spec you decide to use. A 
fast road cam would typically need an LCB 
to get the best performance from it. As for 
the carb, a 1.5-inch SU typically becomes 
restrictive at around 70bhp. But it would 
give better torque from low to mid range. 
Given that you are looking to fit a fast road 
cam, it suggests you are probably going to 
drive it with some verve, so I would advise 
fitting a single 1.75-inch SU instead. The 
big bonus of SU carbs is their variable 
choke design, which gets around a 
number of size compatibility issues.

crAcking seAMs
I’ve just rebuilt a 1977 Clubman 
Estate, giving it new wings and a 

full respray. It looks great, but after only 
a few hundred miles I’ve noticed the 
seams cracking between the wing and 
the scuttle. I was told to fill them as it 
keeps the water out, but now it looks 
untidy. What should I do with these joins 
to avoid this problem?
Simon Withers

v The first issue is why are they 
cracking in the first place? It 

suggests the front end is being flexed 
around. Being a 1977 car, if standard it 
will have the rubber-mounted front 
subframe. Once the various rubber 
mounts start to perish, the subframe is 
allowed to move around, which will be 
flexing the front panelwork. The 
standard rubber mounts allow too much 
movement of the front end anyway. I 
always advise changing the tower to 
bulkhead mounts for a kit that will better 
locate the subframe. To avoid excessive 
road noise being transferred to the cabin 

area, use a kit that has polyurethane 
bushes between the subframe towers 
and the bulkhead and solid bushes 
between the tower bolt heads and the 
bulkhead. Also check the rear subframe 
leg to toe-board mounts to make sure 
they have not split – for the cost of them 
I would suggest fitting new ones anyway 

to be sure. As standard there are also 
rubber mounts fitted between the front 
panel and front subframe front cross 
member. These tend to shear through 
first out of all the mounts, so just replace 
them with new ones as well. 

It may be that the front panels were 
not fitted properly, with too much 
stress used to get the correct 
alignment. This causes a springing 
action in the panels that will eventually 
cause any set-solid body filler to crack. 
The same can also happen if the wing 
has not been welded underneath where 

its flange meets the scuttle panel  –  
again, any filler used in the joint will 
inevitably crack as the panels flex 
separately. The water then gets into the 
joint and rust will inevitably follow. It is 
far better to use a flexible seam sealer 
around the wing to front panel and 
wing to scuttle joins. 

cArb cleArAnce
I’ve fitted an MG Metro engine to 
my 1990 Mayfair, but the carb 

(an HIF44) is now very close to the 
bulkhead. I know the Cooper of this time 
had the engine mounts further forward, 
but I don’t want to remove the engine 
again. Are there any other solutions?
Fraser

v On account of literally thousands 
of Mini owners doing the very 

same engine transplant to Minis for years, 
it is not likely to be a problem. I have also 
done this transplant many, many times 
without having any issues, but that’s 
providing the engine mounts and steady 
bars, plus their associated brackets and 
bushes, are all in proper working 
condition. This is where many folk fall 
down, and then have issues with the carb 
clonking the bulkhead on take off and 
when changing gears. I always very 
strongly advise fitting the two extra 
engine steady bar kits that fit to either 
side of the gearbox (under the flywheel 
housing and on the speedo drive housing), 
their bars connecting to the subframe rear 
legs, and changing the standard rubber 
bushes supplied with them to something 

more resilient. The standard rubber 
bushes are dreadful quality these days, so 
go for the polyurethane options instead. I 
also highly recommend using the later 
one-piece bonded metal and rubber bush 
for the top engine steady as these are 
superb – so much better than the multi-
piece originals. 

Alternatively, if you do have issues 
with the carb clonking on the bulkhead, 
try fitting one of the length-adjustable 
after-market top engine steady bars. 
They are available in an array of designs 
from those using the conventional type 
bushes as used on the ERA Minis to 
aluminium bodied, spherical rod-end 
equipped race type. Lengthening the bar 
will not only push the engine forward, 
but will rotate it about the engine 
mounting points, gaining extra carb to 
bulkhead clearance. Because the lower 
engine steady kits have brackets with 
elongated slots in them, they should 
accommodate a small amount of engine 
attitude. The downsides to doing this are 
the engine mounts will be put under 
more severe shear pressure and the 
exhaust will be forced to point upwards, 
causing strain on the exhaust mountings.

reAr beAM
I’m building a lightweight fast 
road Mini, with the idea of using 

it for track days. As I can’t afford to go 
mental with the engine spec, I’m 
planning to make it as light as possible. 
Part of this will be replacing the 
subframe for a rear beam set-up. The 
question is, will this make the car more 
dangerous on the road? Would the old 
rear subframe would protect again a 
crash better if the worst happened? 
Mike Creighton

“it will eventually cause any 
set-solid body filler to crack...”

An LCB manifold should fit well if little extra care is taken with assembly. 

Wing seams can crack if 
the panel is put under 

too much tension. 
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cv joinTs
How can I tell visually if my 
outer CV joint is worn? I’m 

putting on a new suspension 
set-up from the remains of an old 
project, but will need new CVs as 
the ones from the project were 
damaged when I angle-ground the 
castle nuts off. What symptoms 
would I get if my CV joints are 
worn out?  
Jason

v You will need to thoroughly 
clean all the grease out of the 

inside of the bearing cage, so that the 
cage, balls and ball flutes are 
completely clean. Then while holding 
the CV joint steady in either one of your 
hands, or maybe a vice (careful not to 
damage the outside of the bearing 
shaft), pull/push the inner ball cage in 
and out, and attempt to rotate it 
clockwise and anti-clockwise. There 
should be no free play at all.

v Using a replacement rear 
subframe beam section will not 

make the car more dangerous on the 
road from a driving perspective, 
providing it is a decent quality unit with 
good integral strength that has been 
properly installed, suitable rate rear 
springs used and suspension geometry 
set-up correctly. Some units on the 
market are pretty weak. 

If you mean does the fitment of 
such rear suspension make the car less 
strong/resilient in a rear-end punt 
situation, the answer has to be yes, 
unless steps are taken to increase the 
strength and stiffness around the rear 
of the car that the standard rear 
subframe gives. The standard item is 
bolted to the rear floor pan and heel 
board at all four corners, with the rear 
mounts and cross-beam section of the 
subframe providing some resistance to 
crumpling. With the replacement beam 
you are relying on just the boot floor 
and rear quarters for protection. It 
would be entirely feasible to replace 
some of that lost strength by careful 
positioning of added metalwork in the 
form of tubing. The layout needs to be 
carefully thought about though, so that 
the structure is properly supported. 

MAgic wAnd
I wish to fit a 1275cc A-plus 
engine to my 1970 Mk3 Mini 

850, but I want to retain the ‘magic 
wand’ gear change inside the car. I’m 
told that as it’s a rare four-synchro 
magic wand gearbox, I should be able 
to fit it to the 1275 engine without a 
problem. But what to do I need to do 
about drop gears and the clutch? Also, 
it is possible to change the final drive 
on these gearboxes? I love the 850 but 
it’s too slow for the distances I cover. 
Steve Gotobed

v Yes, you can fit the 1275 engine 
to that magic wand gearbox, no 

problem. And changing the final drive is 
no problem either unless you go for one 
of the super-low ratios such as the 2.95 
or 2.76, and sometimes the 3.15. The 

noise Annoys
I’ve recently had my Mini 
rebuilt, with a fresh new 

paintjob. The engine used to be 
fitted with a cone air filter, but I 
don’t really remember it being that 
noisy. Now it seems unbearable, and 
I’ve fitted a normal plastic air filter 
casing to try and quieten it down. 
It’s still way too noisy though. The 
only think I can think off is that the 
bulkhead sound-deadening wasn’t 
replaced, but would that really make 
a difference? Please help!
Sally

v You haven’t said if the paint 
job done was exterior only, or 

the whole body shell inside and out. 
Since painting the outside only 
would not include removing any 
sound deadening materials, I will 
assume the interior of the shell was 
done as well. Without any sound 
deadening materials fitted the cabin 
area is going to be very noisy 
because of panel vibration aside 
from just the noise created by the 
engine and suspension. I have seen 
hundreds of Minis that have had 
restoration work done on them 
without the sound deadening 
materials re-fitted. This tends to be 
because the majority of it is 
destroyed when it is removed, either 
from heavy-handed workmen simply 
ripping it out, or where it has fallen 
apart with age and/or water 
ingression. I presume that the folks 
doing the restoration think the 
owner won’t notice the fact there’s 
no sound deadening materials as the 
dash cards cover the area where it 
would have been. Especially if they 
destroyed it on removal from ham-
fistedness rather than it having 
fallen apart from decay.

The other source of a lot of noise 
getting in to the cabin from the 
engine bay is an unsealed hole in the 
centre of the bulkhead where the 
majority of the cables and speedo 
cable pass through from cabin to 
engine bay. An amazing amount of 
noise can get through here if not 
properly sealed up or at least covered 
over on the engine bay side. 
The only way to check whether there 
is any sound deadening material 
behind the dash cards is to take a 
look. Just be careful not to bend/
crease or tear them when removing 
them. If the car is fitted with an 
aftermarket flush-fit-type dashboard, 
then simply looking in the glove box 
may reveal the situation if no dash 
cards have been re-fitted. 

“The clutch will need uprating 
to take the increased torque...”

crankshaft has a stepped-up journal size 
nearest the engine. You can not simply 
bore the 850 primary gear out to take a 
1275 bush; the cost would be very high 
as the front bush bore would need 
grinding out – the steel is very hard.

The clutch will need uprating to 
take the increased torque of the 1275 
unit. Very straight forward as it just 
means fitting the ‘blue’ coded 
diaphragm spring, part number 
GCC103. I would advise against fitting 
anything other than a genuine Borg & 
Beck diaphragm. There are some real 
hooky, non-genuine, refurbished ones 
out there. Fit a new clutch plate 
whilst you are doing the conversion 
(part number GCP240AF). Again - 
genuine Unipart type advised. I would 
also highly recommend getting the 
flywheel and clutch assembly 
balanced as the diaphragms are just a 
pressed steel component, so not 
precision made. And the tooling these 
days is somewhat long in the tooth so 
they are a whole lot less accurately 
made than the originals, and the 
diaphragm is easily the most 
potentially out of balance component 
of the assembly.

pinion gears for these ratios have a 
much larger outside diameter than all 
the other final drive options, causing the 
to foul the inside of the main bearing 
retainer. Careful grinding of the retainer 
will allow fitment, but I have only done 
this for the 2.95 pinion, not the 2.76 one 
so do not know how much more needs 
taking out. The obvious issue is one of 
strength. You can not simply fit the 
bearing retainer from the later rod 
change gearbox that these final drives 
were fitted to as there is a gear selection 
stop on the pre-rod retainer that needs 
to be there.

You will need a 1275 pre-A-plus 
primary gear as they have a different 
tooth profile to the A-plus ones. The 
tooth form is much squarer at the tooth 
tip, while the A-plus ones are very much 
more pointed. The part number is 
22G1053, but they are not cheap! Close 
on £100. But finding a good used one 
may be difficult. Try the various used 
Mini parts vendors that advertise in the 
mag. Make sure you sort the primary 
gear end float, and take the opportunity 
to check and re-set the idler gear end 
float whilst you are there. You need the 
correct 1275 primary gear as the 1275 

Any free play in CV joints 
indicates they are worn out. 

A four-synchro ‘magic wand’ 
gearbox can be successfully 
mated to a 1275cc A-plus engine. 
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Billet toP 
arms

£260 pair
Force Racing doesn’t just sell split-rim 

wheels, but lightweight suspension 
components too. These new top arms are 
machined from billet aluminium and 

anodised in black or silver, with additional 
colours charged at £15 extra. The new design weighs 

730g a piece, whereas the standard steel versions are a 
hefty 1.740kg. The arms can be supplied ready to 

accept the regular knuckle joints and dampers for 
‘dry’ rubber doughnut suspension, or with 

different mounts to suit coil-overs.
■ 01132 525507
■ www.force-racing.co.uk

HeadlamP  
loom uPgrade
£55
The Mini’s wiring loom is pretty basic 
by modern standards, feeding the full 
power of the headlamps and sidelights 
through the dash-mounted toggle 
switch on most models. The switch 
can fail prematurely because of this 
high current, so Wired by Wilson has 
developed this stand-alone high 
quality loom as a safety and 
performance upgrade. The kit includes 
relays for the headlamps and full 
beam, with independent fuses housed 
within. Power is taken from the starter 
solenoid rather than the main fuse 
box, and the whole conversion should 
be possible within 30 minutes. 
Standard wiring colours are retained 
for ease of fitment.
■ wiredbywilson@aol.co.uk

rePlica tax discs 
£7.40
Now there’s no need for British motorists to display a paper 
tax disc on the windscreen, why not fill the void with a replica 
classic item. Miniphernalia offers a sheet of six replica tax 
discs on a sheet of card, which you can cut out and replace 
the 2014 tax disc with. There’s the option of serial numbers, 
month and year expiration, car reg number and vehicle 
make. You can even ask for regional replica post office stamp 
for period authenticity.
■ www.miniphernalia.co.uk

mk3 Bootlid
£15.10

Mini Spares has revealed a new bootlid 
for Mk3-onwards saloons. The new 
double-skinned panel is ideal for 
those looking to spend a little less 
but still achieve a decent quality 
finish. Retailing at around a third of 

the price of the genuine replacement 
bootlid, the MS19 lid comes complete 

with a full inner skin for the early look.
■ 01707 607700
■ www.minispares.com

Wireless controls
£618.18
Maybe this is a bit ambitious for the 
majority of us, but for a big-budget build, 
this wireless steering wheel button kit 
from Summit Technologies is a seriously 
cool space-saving gadget. The button 
plate sits behind most aftermarket 
steering wheels with a 6x70mm boss 
PCD (OMP, Momo, Sparco etc) and 
connects wirelessly to a relay and fuse 
box, so you can hide everything out of 
site. The discreet control box houses 
all of the relays, even for the 
flashers and hazards, so a rewire 
will be as simple as possible. 
Just imagine – no switches or 
stalks for a totally minimalist 
custom interior. The road 
version is also IVA approved 
should you be building a wild 
rear-engined project or 
something else that requires the 
additional safety testing.
■ 0845 257 0252
■ www.summittech.co.uk

http://www.force-racing.co.uk
mailto:wiredbywilson@aol.co.uk
http://www.miniphernalia.co.uk
http://www.minispares.com
http://www.summittech.co.uk
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1.4:1 ratio rockers
£TBA
Extensive development using dyno, road and race 
testing by leading A-Series engine specialists has 
culminated in this latest British-made product – 
investment cast steel rockers in 1.4:1 ratio. Precision 
design gives optimum rocker stiffness and pad profile 
for greater valve control and minimised valve 
side-loading, while solid shaft bushes 
maximise stability. Rocker assembly weight is 
a mere 83g! It can be supplied as just a rocker 
set or with shaft and corrective steel posts.
■ ww.calverst.com, www.swiftine.com, 
www. russellengineering.com.au

1275 Pistons
£243.60 set
New additions to the Russell 
Engineering high quality cast 
aluminium piston range are for 
the 1275 large bore A-Series at 
+0.040-inch and 
+0.060-inch. High 
silicon content makes 
them extremely strong 
and durable, minimising 
shape distortion even under 
extreme heat. All-up weight is 
just 371g. These have been 
intensively developed to optimise ring pack 
position and crown design to maximise 
squish effect, burn and performance. Proven 
in road, race and forced induction 
applications. 
■ 01653 691380
■ www.calverst.com

dual PoWer 
socket
£15.10
This would be a pretty 
helpful addition to your 
Mini’s interior electrics – a 
dual USB and auxiliary power 
socket in one combined unit. On 
the left there’s the usual socket 
for in-car chargers, whilst on the 
right you get twin five-volt USB 
sockets. Most phones and sat navs can be 
charged with a standard USB connection 
these days, so with this unit you can keep two phones topped-up, plus a 
sat nav. Or maybe you’re connecting up an MP3 player to your stereo and 
it needs a separate power source. It’ll charge that too.
■ 01491 838 761
■ www.12voltplanet.co.uk

master 
cylinder
£45.50
Aging brake and clutch master cylinders 
are a common weak link in the hydraulic 
systems. If you find that your clutch 
master cylinder has become worn or is 
leaking, try this one-part-fits-all item from 
Mini Spares. This later plastic-bodied 
cylinder will fit all Minis from 1959-2000, 
regardless of the model or clutch type.
■ 01707 607700
■ www.minispares.com

carBon-fiBre 
Plate surround
£162
This MkI-style numberplate 
surround panel is produced using 
100 per cent carbon-fibre and a 
compression moulding technique. 
This panel is exactly the same size 
and thickness as the original for 
an easy fitment, but it weighs just 
a fifth of the standard item at only 
150g. If you’re on an ultimate 
weight-saving mission and would 
like a cool touch of exposed 
weave carbon-fibre, contact the 
Carbon Weezel for the full range.
■ ben@carbonweezel.co.uk
■ www.carbonweezel.co.uk

http://www.calverst.com
http://www.swiftine.com
http://www.russellengineering.com.au
http://www.12voltplanet.co.uk
http://www.minispares.com
mailto:ben@carbonweezel.co.uk
http://www.carbonweezel.co.uk
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Keith Calver
Keith has been Mini Magazine’s tech expert since we 
launched in 1996. Keith’s Mini CV speaks for itself: he 
joined the motorsport scene as a Miglia competitor in 
1978, before a five–year stint at the Mini Spares 
Centre (London) in the early ’80s. Now independent, 
Keith builds race engines for numerous disciplines. His 
1275 GT race car and sharing his vast amount of Mini 
knowledge are also main focuses.

Prefer to take your Mini off the road for winter? Keith gives  
his tips on preventing headaches come spring.

the atmosphere. These contaminants are held 
in suspension in the oil. Left for any long period 
of time, they will start to affect the metal 
surfaces within the engine. Of particular 
concern are the bore walls, piston rings, 
crankshaft journal surfaces and crankshaft 
bearing surfaces. It is the piston rings that are at 
most risk since the contaminants, especially 
water droplets, will corrode the rings and rust 
the bore walls where the rings are pressing 
against them. The pressure exerted by the rings 
on the bore walls eventually minimise, if not 
remove altogether, the oil film that should be 
normally separating them. As a result the ring 
faces and bore wall surfaces will be torn to 
pieces and severely scored when starting the 
engine for the first time. 

To guard against this get the engine up to 
proper running temperature over a reasonably 

A
n unusually mild autumn has 
allowed for some extended romping 
round the countryside in our beloved 
Minis, but with the winter months 

and cold weather approaching, many will be 
getting ready to store their pride and joy away 
until next year’s play time can start again. If all 
you do is park the car in a dry garage you are 
inviting long term reliability issues to start to 
get a hold, and potential stumbling blocks when 
it comes to getting back on the road next year. 
So here are a few tips to ensure neither blot your 
motoring fun when the weather breaks.

Corrosive ChemiCals
Engine damage from contaminated oil needs to 
be avoided at all costs. When the car is used the 
engine oil absorbs corrosive chemicals from 
combustion deposits, and water vapour from 
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Storing a Mini for winter is more 
involved than you might think. 



long drive, preferably on a dual carriageway or 
motorway if feasible (stop-start traffic is no 
good). But before doing that, if you are not 
confident that the coolant in the system has a 
decent level of good quality corrosion inhibitors 
in it, drain the coolant, getting as much of it out 
as possible. Refill with a strong anti-freeze mix 
that has corrosion inhibitors in it, or simply add 
a good strong dose of Red Line Water wetter as 

this contains excellent corrosion inhibitors. 
Go for the drive, drain the existing oil out and 
remove the oil filter, then fit a new one filled 
with the fresh oil. Satisfied you have as much 
of the old oil drained out as possible, refill with 
good quality fresh clean oil. Remove the spark 
plugs and spin the engine over using the 
ignition key/starter motor several times to 
thoroughly distribute the clean oil throughout 

the engine. Do not restart it. Periodically 
turn the engine over a little by hand to 
prevent the piston rings from sitting in the 
same place for too long. 

Fuel
Any fuel left in the system, including 
everything from tank to carb jet, will be 
totally useless in a months time, never mind 
after several months. Modern fuels turn 
almost to water when stored for any period. 
Drain as much of it out of everywhere you 
can, ready for refilling with fresh fuel when 
the time comes. When you come to fire 
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Change the oil and filter using quality 
stuff. Millers is very hard to  

beat in a Mini

A good quality battery charger is worth the investment, such as this Halfords version that I use.

“modern fuels almost turn to water 
when stored for any period... ”

Ease the brake pads back away from the disc to avoid them corroding together.



Rather than just unscrewing the rear drum brake adjusters, I prefer to remove the rear shoes altogether and use a hefty tie-wrap around the wheel cylinders.

the motor up, it is helpful to fill the float bowl 
with fresh fuel to get the engine started quickly.

Brakes
Seized up brakes are another irksome issue. 
Despite leaving the handbrake off, it is feasible 
that the rear drums can corrode sufficiently to 
jam the shoes up on the drums. I have suffered 
this personally many years ago, despite 
backing off the shoe adjusters all the way out to 
maximise the gap between shoes and drums. I 
tend to remove the rear brake shoes and use a 
couple of hefty tie wraps to retain the cylinder 
pistons should the pedal be depressed 
accidentally. Depending on what the car is, the 
front brakes may also corrode up. No matter 
which type of brakes the car has, the 
handbrake being left off does not release the 

front friction linings (pads or brake shoes) from 
close proximity to the metal surfaces they rub 
against. Where discs are fitted, use a pry bar, or 
large adjustable pliers, to ease the pads away 
from the disc surfaces. Where drum brakes are 
fitted, I’d remove the shoes and retain the wheel 
cylinder pistons with tie-wraps as per the rears. 
Before carrying out these operations, I would 
strongly advise considering sitting the car on 
axle stands for the duration. Aside from having 
to re-fit the wheels after sorting the brakes, it 
will prevent the tyres from flat spotting, 
especially if they deflate in storage, It will also 
take the full vehicle weight off the rubber 
suspension springs, prolonging service life.

CareFul storage
Try not to put the car away wet, and make 

every effort to air the car before storing it away. 
On bright days, leave the car with its windows 
open for as long as possible. Where feasible, it’s 
a good idea to remove all carpets or at least lift 
them to allow the floorpan areas to air. Leave 
all the opening windows open a little to help 
circulate dry air and allow any moisture to 
escape. Using some form of absorbent 
materials will help – there are some great 
products on the market for this now, as well as 
the often-recommended cat litter! Read any 
instructions carefully as some may need 
changing/drying out after specific periods.  

Disconnect the battery too; some just 
disconnect the live/positive cable but I 
advocate doing both. In fact, I always remove 
the battery altogether and sit it somewhere 
that makes connecting to a charger easy. A 
periodic charge up is a good move to keep the 
battery in top condition. And removing the 
battery will allow the battery box to dry out. 
They often rot through where water is 
trapped underneath the battery.

“try not to put the car away wet,  
and make every effort to air it...”

Leave any window that will open slightly open to allow the interior to breathe. Either take out or lift the carpets so allow any moisture trapped to escape.
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1. Refit twin carbs and 
head off to the  
rolling road.

2. Fit a new oil catch 
tank system.

3. Figure out some 
storage space for  
the winter.

To do list

Action stations
Frustration with a stubborn clutch mechanism, followed by fun at Castle Combe.

Mini life My Mini life began 
aged 13 with a SEGTO Junior 
race Mini, followed by the usual 
path of learning to drive in a 
Mini, joining a local club and 
getting involved in the shows. 
13 years later, I've driven, 
photographed and written 
about some of the best cars on 
the scene. I've now got two 
project cars – a stripped-out 
trackday warrior and a 
supercharged MINI Cooper S 
daily drive. Both have their 
merits, but only one works...

Mini spec My classic Mini 
project car has evolved over 10 
years from scabby daily drive 
to weekend ICE machine before 
its latest reincarnation as a 
stripped-out performance Mini. 
There's an AC Dodd 100bhp 
1330cc engine with a straight-
cut box and plenty more 
besides. The theme is modern 
motorsport but without ruining 
the 1960s Mini appeal.  

Stephen Colbran
Features Editor

Minis Owned
Austin Mini 1330
R53 MINI Cooper S 

You know those tech 
problems that seem to go on 
forever – the ones that you 

only expect to take a few hours or so 
to fix, but which eat up an entire 
weekend? Well this month I had an 
almighty case of going round in 
circles with such a task, my patience 
severely tested. It began with a 
clutch arm issue some months ago, 
where the race-spec pre-Verto 
clutch arm and plunger wasn’t 
allowing the clutch to disengage 
properly. You may recall I 
mentioned it in the September issue, 
where I’d swapped to a manky old 
arm and plunger set-up instead and 
found that to work fine. It was rather 
strange – both MED and Keith 
Calver checked out the leverage of 
the aftermarket arm and confirmed 
that it was exactly the same as the 
standard set-up. So why on earth 
wasn’t it working? I scratched my 
head and refitted the old one again, 
adamant it would get sorted later 
down the line.

Coincidentally, I had a leak from 

the primary gear oil seal, as I’d 
perhaps naively installed it without 
the proper insertion tool some time 
ago. It made a good chance for a 
‘how to’ guide though, and with that 
in the bag, it was reassembly time. 
Conscious of how mullered the old 
clutch arm was, it seemed like a 
backwards step to refit it. To have 
the ball snap off the end would be an 

annoyance to say the least. A new 
arm had to work somehow, so I 
ordered up a standard replacement 
from Mini Spares with the hope of 
that fixing the problem. So new arm 
and plunger in place, the hydraulics 
re-bled and we were good to go. 
Well, except that it still didn’t 
disengage the clutch even after 
adjusting everything countless 
times. Damn. Every avenue was 
tested and nothing was helping.

Five full days of work followed 
over the next fortnight. The first 
problem we stumbled across was a 
clearance issue between the crank 
bolt and the thrust plate on the 
clutch diaphragm. The engine’s 
builder, AC Dodd, suggested I dab a 
bit of paint on the head of the crank 
bolt, reassemble it all and try to 
disengage the clutch. Upon removal 

it was clear that the thrust plate had 
been touching on the crank bolt – 
not good, but a promising solution. 
So I blatted down late one evening 
to AC’s workshop and he kindly 
machined down the bolt head. This 
won’t usually happen, but AC likes 
to machine down the ‘ears’ on the 
clutch backplate to alter the way the 
spring sits when the clutch is all 
bolted up, reducing the wear placed 
upon the primary gear thrusts and 

“five full days of work followed 
over the next fortnight...”

It was great to finally get out on the race 
circuit, where the Mini felt right at home. 
Pic by Andy Green.
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giving a better pedal feel. Combined 
with the uprated MED flywheel 
bolt, clearance gets a bit tight in 
there, so bear that in mind if you 
ever try such a combo. 

Back at the workshop by 
midnight, it was all bolted back 
together, and guess what – still no 
clutch. I gave up and went home, fed 
up. Having tried a few more 
suggested fixes, the next few visits 
only brought more frustration, but 
then a potential answer; what if the 
primary gear was binding on the 
crank after the recent replacement? 
I couldn’t remember whether or not 
we’d applied some lube to the bush, 
and a few knowledgeable friends 

including AC Dodd, seemed positive 
that that could finally be the answer. 
And that was it, after days of 
struggling. Our mechanic Matt gave 
me a hand to clean up the bush and 
crankshaft tail on which it spins, we 
applied some cam lube and the 
clutch was finally disengaging 
again. So two problems that were 
really confusing matters, but at least 
I’ve learnt everything there is to 
know about pre-Verto clutches!

Sorted the afternoon before 
Castle Combe, it was a relief to 
make the final outdoor event of the 
year. Thanks go to ACW 
Motorsport Plastics for letting me 
have a space on its trade stand, 
where I was parked between a 
seven-port rally Clubman and Sam 
Summerhayes’ Miglia racer. I even 
had the chance to go round the 
track during the slightly faster 
parade lap. If you fancy going round 
the track faster than the regular 
parade lap, for £15 you can get up to 
about 60mph behind a pace car. For 
me it was ideal, as the engine’s not 
yet tuned-up and I didn’t want to 
risk holing a piston, especially not 
in front of a big crowd! It was a 
great way to round-off the show 
season after what seemed like a 
lifetime in the workshop swearing 
at clutch arms.  

A bit of cam lube applied to the 
once-binding primary gear.

On the ACW Motorsport Plastics stand at Castle Combe.

Contributor Alex with a very helpful present – 
an old school primary gear removal tool.

The old LCB had leaked quite badly at 
the head face – not good at all.

The stainless steel colours up nicely after 
a full heat cycle. No more leaks!

Lovely new SC manifold in 
place. Following Calver’s 
Classroom from last issue, 
fitment was easy.
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Setting and achieving ridiculous 
or near impossible deadlines is 
a bit of a trademark for me. 

Sometimes they come off and 
sometimes they don’t, but more often 
than not the end result is a victory for 
doing daft things.

True to form, my bodywork chap 
Tim and I set a ridiculous deadline 
for finishing the rebuild and Union 
Jack repaint on Betty.  Following my 
return from a trip to the USA, I 
stripped the car to a bare rolling shell 
in a couple of days (carefully 
labelling and storing the bits 
removed so reassembly ought to be a 
doddle), ready for delivery to the 
bodyshop.  The objective was to do 
all the metalwork and paint the car 
while I was away at the IMM in Kent.  

Reassembly ought to take no longer 
than dismantling (or so I thought) 
and the impossible target was to have 
Betty back on the road in time for a 
grand unveiling at Mini in the Park.  
A fortnight ought to be enough time, 
I thought…

As is always the case, we ended up 
replacing more panels than 
anticipated as the vinyl had done a 
superb job of hiding some nasty 
things, but it was fairly obvious from 
the outset that we weren’t going to be 
ready in time for MITP. And anyway, 
as it turned out, I was actually quite 
glad we weren’t ready in time – Mini 
in the Pond was hardly the ideal 
venue for taking a freshly rebuilt car.  
I think she may have dissolved.

With a fortnight of annual family 

holiday looming, Tim tried his 
utmost to deliver the car before he 
went away, but the masking and 
painting of the stripes to an exacting 
standard isn’t a quick process.  Tim 
was spending far too much time in 
the paint booth, and after a couple 
of minor masking errors it got to the 
point where I made the decision to 
stop being silly – possibly a first for 
me – and we reset the delivery date 
to “when it’s ready”.  

Now, removing a delivery date 
can be a dangerous thing with some 
bodyshops, but in this case it 

Alex's optimistic timescale for Betty's rebuild doesn't entirely go to plan...

Deadline dramas
Shiny paint straight 

out of the gun.

To do list

Metalwork finished 
and guide coat applied 

for final paint prep.

The engine bay was stripped for 
a repaint in original body colour.

Minis Owned
1985 City E
15 others in assorted 
conditions… 

Mini life The first car I ever 
rode in, at six days old, was  
a modified MkI Elf.  I grew up 
with Minis, met my wife at  
a Mini show in Florida, and 
married into Minis Unlimited.  
We then moved to a bigger 
house and rented an industrial 
unit so we could enlarge  
our collection further.

Mini spec Named after the 
character in 'League of 
Gentlemen', Tubbs is the ginger 
step-child of the fleet. Abused 
and neglected, she is a hotch-
potch of parts thrown together 
and generally only gets any 
attention when she chucks a 
strop and goes wrong. 

Alex Kinsman
Contributor

1. Finish Betty.
2. Clear enough free 

space in the engine-
building garage to put 
Tigger inside.

3. Finish the new engine 
for Tubbs as she’s 
sadly dying. 
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worked, as progress slowed to a 
more healthy level of activity but 
didn’t stop altogether. I will admit 
to being rather excited as I collected 
the incredibly shiny car in the first 
week of September, and resisted the 
urge to tinker with it until I’d 
finished my set of night duty.  With 
three weeks until the Action Day at 
Castle Combe I could afford to slow 
down some more, enjoy the 
rebuild, enjoy the Revival at 
Goodwood where I had my pedal 
car entered again, and still be ready 
in time for Combe. 

But then another snag. We had 
collected all three Union Jack cars in 
my yard for a tinkering session in 
preparation for the Italian Job, and 
while heaving on a pair of high-grip 
pliers to change a seat base, the 
painful POP from my right wrist was 

loud enough that my friend Paul 
actually heard it.  Best part of a day 
wasted in casualty told me that there 
were no broken bones, but I’d have to 
be splinted up for a couple of weeks 
and I’d have a floppy hand until 
whatever internal damage had 
repaired itself.

Sure enough, it was well over a 
fortnight – a deeply frustrating 
fortnight which saw me climbing the 
walls before I could even contemplate 
wielding a spanner again.  But, 
having actually done what the 
doctors told me for a change, there 
was still a chance to get Betty rebuilt 
in time for Combe. Heck, it ought to 
be possible to rebuild a gearbox, 
change a head, and totally reassemble 
a car in three days – after all, Mini 
Spares did it at the IMM, right?

Thanks: 
Tim Wickens Collision & Restoration 
- 07747 788490
Mini Spares – www.minispares.com
M-Machine – www.m-machine.co.uk

“The masking and painting of stripes to an 
exacting standard isn't a quick process...”

Tim welding in the superb M-Machine 
lower quarter panel repair sections

Trial fitting the new MkI rear lights 
before finishing the installation of 

the conversion inserts. 

Flatting the paint joins before applying the clearcoat.

Masking and remasking took 
a lot longer than anticipated.

Instead of helping build the car, my damaged wrist meant Jordon and Olly 
could stand around drinking tea instead.

http://www.minispares.com
http://www.m-machine.co.uk
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1. Get a liquid fluxer 
made.

2. Strip Ol' Red down to 
it's bare bones.

3. Root through the  
tool box for bodywork 
tooling.

To do list

Having had a very pleasant few 
days in North East Ireland, 
swanning about the beautiful 

vehicle-less roads, seeing such stuff as 
the rope bridge, Giants Causeway, 
Dunluce Castle ruins, (London)Derry, 
travelling via the scenic Causeway 
Coastal route, then down to 
Hillsborough, it was back home to the 
daily grind. And trying to get my head 
round what to do next. 

I know I have to get the Clubman 
ready for long-term storage, and 
properly assess the general state of Ol' 
Red, but surveying the scene in the 
garage at home, my attention kept 
being drawn to the race car. It's quite 
some time since I did anything to the 
race Clubby, though I know exactly 
what needs doing next – complete the 
bodywork mods in the weight 
reduction and lowering scheme. 
Rejoining the various cut-out sections 
is being done by bronze-welding 
(NOT brazing, as my mate Kevin 
keeps pointing out). The problem here 
is I am not sticking at it long enough to 
get proficient at it once again. Poor hot 
metal joining vexes me somewhat, the 
problem with the bronze-welding for 
me is getting the fluxing correct. I 
have what is considered the best 

fluxing compound going, but can't get 
the tidy results I am after. Some 
conversations with Kevin and another 
motor sports man George, both 
sickeningly skilful at fabrication and 
hot-joining metal, it would seem the 
answer is a liquid flux unit. Instead of 
either making a paint-on paste from 
the powder type flux (as I use now), or 
heating the bronze rod and dipping it 
in to the powdered flux, passing the 
acetylene through liquid flux 
produces a fluxed gas. This means the 
area you are working on is 
permanently fluxed in a controlled 
manner. A pleasing side effect is that 
the flame is turned a rather pleasant 
green colour. After some advise on 
how one is made, then some cajoling 
by me, George has agreed to make me 
one. We all agreed it was not 
something that you could afford to 
make a mistake on. So the race car is 
on hold again until I get my fluxer. 

As for Ol' Red, just moving it out of 
the storage garage at the unit threw up 
some immediate issues. Pulling/
pushing on the windscreen corners 
whilst moving it uncovered an 
immediate problem. They just 
dissolved in to rust flakes that 
scattered on to the floor. Oh dear. Not 

a great start as I do not like using the 
screen corner repair panels and 
underside inserts generally available 
as they are not well shaped and take a 
great deal of fitting to look right. So 
that means at least a screen surround 
and scuttle panel. Looking around the 
rest of it, superficially there is quite a 
bit that needs doing: doors both sides, 
quarter panels in front of the rear 
wheel arches both sides, and the 
A-panels – the latter because whoever 
fitted the ones on there now made a 
right pigs ear of it. The rotting side 
panels is a concern as this often leads 
to rotten sections in the bottom of the 
companion bin/rear subframe 
mounting support panel work. Oh, 
and a front end of course; it had been 
using a removable steel front to make 
engine swaps and such a doddle. This 
time around I am planning on fitting a 
welded-on front with removable inner 
wings. First things first though, I need 
to get Ol' red sat on axle stands and 
fully stripped down to its bare bones 
to give the job a proper appraisal.  

With all the bodywork that looks 
like it needs doing, I'd better have a 
root through the tool collection to see 
what I have left in the way of tools for 
the job in hand.

MINI LIFE Started out as  'a 
hand with the spanners' to 
my cousin Peter who'd just 
started racing in Mini Miglias. 
Spent fortunes at Mini Spares 
Centre building a couple of 
Miglias before joining the 
company for 5 years. During 
my 'Mini Life' I've had 
everything on the road from 
bog standard 850s to 
Monstrous 1600s and every 
conceivable variation you can 
imagine in between.

MINI SPECClubman shell 
undergoing a serious diet. 
Initial engine will be 1380, 
trying out one of Swiftune's 
DC5 crank, rods and pistons 
kit in a block prepped and 
raced by Swiftune at 
Goodwood in the DART that 
Nick drove to an excellent 
win. Cam will be a Graham 
Russell 308 full race cam 
using bigger diameter cam 
followers for reliability and 
accuracy of valve timing. 
New spec cylinder head 
done, 1.5 ratio MED roller tip 
rockers with 'W' shaped 
posts for extra valve train 
rigidity, MSC competition 
push rods. Starting season on 
a Weber 45DCOE on MSC 5” 
inlet manifold. MSC Clubman 
s/cut or MBE Race 
Engineering dog box, MSC 
EVO drop gears and LSD, 
AVO dampers, 8.4” slotted 
discs, MSC 4-pot ally 
callipers, Mintex F4R pads, 6 
x 12-inch MB split rims, 
Yokohama A048R tyres.

MINI SPEC 

1275 GT Racer

1990 Mini City

1985 Ol' Red

1973 Clubman

Keith Calver
Minimag Tech Expert

Plenty of bodywork lies ahead for Keith in the coming months...
Ol' Red resurrection 

Dissolved screen corners on Ol' Red.

Ol' Red is set for a 
reprieve, but time 

has not been kind. 

Liquid fluxer - I want that one....

Large blistered areas in 
front of rear arches.

Rotten doors.
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